[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]
World Food Program (WFP)

Eli Maskin

Tom Norrie


Committee Background

The world food program’s main purpose is to provide food wherever it is needed, and to whoever needs it anywhere in the world in times of emergency. They provide people with easy access to food during times of war, after natural disasters, and general conflict. After the emergency has passed, the world food program offers food to stabilize the communities affected by the disaster. As stated by the committee itself, its five main objectives are: 1.Save lives and protect livelihoods in emergencies, 2. Prepare for emergencies, 3. Restore and rebuild lives after emergencies 4. Reduce chronic hunger and undernutrition everywhere, 5. Strengthen the capacity of countries to reduce hunger 


Background


The food crisis, something not new to the world, is a problem of rising food prices around the world. This means that countries that rely on buying food for its citizens, rather than growing it (these are net food buyers or importers), will have a tougher time doing so. Food prices are so fragile at this point in time, that a drought in a country that produces a lot of grain can spike the price of food around the world. Also, the trend of more varied diets all around the world, instead of using local food sources can increase the price of food, because it needs to be transported using costly fuel.
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What some may not know is that fuels are related to the price of food in two different ways. The first, is that as the price of crude oil, used to make gasoline, goes up, so does the price of food. The reason for this is that transporting food becomes more costly as the price of fuel rises. The second way that food price is related to fuel price is completely different, but maybe more important. The production of biofuels from important food commodities such as corn lowers the supply of that food, thus raising the price of all of the foods that contain it or its products. This is known as the food vs. fuel debate. Widespread initiatives to create biofuels have been credited as the underlying cause of the food crisis of 2007-2008, in which these it is alleged that these biofuels created the fragile environment in which food prices rose and fell violently. Food prices are still on the rise today, but even with other issues at the forefront of the world’s collective consciousness, inaction has dire implications.


Resolution Summary


This resolution was created to help ease the effects of rising food prices on the poorest citizens in the poorest countries. If passed it would decrease the amount of corn and other foods used to create biofuels that is produced, fund research and development of sustainable farming and other food-production in poor countries, and create a food-stamp program in those same countries. The arguments for this resolution include but aren’t limited to the following: Poor countries that are affected by this food crisis might dissolve and hurt the economies of countries who sold them food and other goods; The development of a food-stamp program would make way for other beneficial safety-net programs in poor countries; If the resolution is not passed, the food crisis will overwhelm those that have the power to stop it. The positions against the resoluton include: discouraging the production of biofuels will hurt the environment in the long run; Poorer countries should figure out on their own how to deal with the crisis; Poorer countries can continue to buy food, even with rising prices; Poorer countries do not have sufficient funding to increase the funding on research by that amount; Sections 2 and 3 contradict each other, because the food-stamp program wouldn’t necessitate that poor citizens farm or work for their food, while the final result of agricultural research does necessitate some contribution from poorer citizens; new biofuels are being tested that are created from non-food sources or crop residues.

Food Crisis Research Sources

www.wfp.org (world food program’s website)

www.ifpri.org (international food policy research institute)

times topics—food aid (new york times collection of articles on food aid)
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	Expressing the sense of the people of the United Nations regarding the inflation of food prices

Whereas eliminating or lowering subsidies on biofuels, and discouraging their production, in developed countries would lower the price of the commodities used to create those fuels worldwide;

Whereas developing countries that invest in agricultural infrastructure and research will benefit greatly in the long run;

Whereas countries that buy more food than they sell will most strongly feel the effects of higher food prices in the years to come.

Whereas the creation of food based safety-net programs in developing countries would ease the harsh effects of rising food prices on those countries’ poorest people.

Resolved by the World Food Program of the United Nations

· The top ten biofuel-producing countries in the world should permanently lower the federal subsidies on biofuel-related commodities by at least ten per cent by 2015.

· In the ten most needy countries (by assessment of the World Food Program), funding for agricultural infrastructure and research should be increased by 50%, and up to 150%.

· In every country that is a net food buyer, the creation of a safety-net program similar to the food stamp program in the United States will be encouraged by the United Nations.



	
	


Background


As you are certainly already keenly aware, the world food crisis is spiraling out of control. One particular issue that has been raised repeatedly is the effectiveness of food aid in the global community. An argument within this issue is the effectiveness of food aid in two forms: cash versus food. Originally, most food aid was in the form of food to begin with, however studies have suggested that the contrary is most often a better option. In light of that, many countries have made the switch from food to cash. Some major food aid providing nations, notably the United States, have not made this switch. This is a problem because it contributes to the ineffectiveness of food aid, according to many.


However, another school of thought exists in that food aid should be in the form of both food and cash. As opposed to competing with one another, they should complement each other. Some believe that this is simply a glorified way of further decreasing effectiveness, but those that support it believe in it vehemently.

Resolution Summary


The resolution for this topic is very simple: it attempts to mandate that food aid should take the form of cash, not food. One argument in favor of the resolution could be arguing the resolution itself. There is support provided in the perambulatory clauses as well as in the resolved clauses themselves. Food aid in the form of cash is more effective. However, one may also argue against this. Perhaps synergy between cash aid and food aid is what is really best for those in need. And also, what of the farmers that are helped by the government subsidization of their crops for the sake of food aid? If food aid is switched to cash form, it will certainly hurt those farmers. The positions you could take vary significantly

Research Sources

· http://ideas.repec.org/p/ags/cudawp/14754.html
· http://ec.europa.eu/development/icenter/repository/Code_of_Conduct_for_Food_Aid_en.pdf
· http://fex.ennonline.net/29/foodaid.aspx
The United Nations

	United Nations World Food Programme


	Author: Tom Norrie, Eli Maskin

	Resolution No: 4-12
	Co-Author(s): 


	A Resolution to improve the effectiveness of Food Aid




Resolution of the United Nations

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34
	Expressing the sense of the people of the United Nations regarding government censorship of the Internet

Whereas it has been proven in a number of studies that food aid in the form of cash is possibly 30% more effective than in the form of food;

Whereas many countries in Europe, as well as other donors from around the world, have already began sending food aid instead in the form of cash, however the United States, for example, has resisted making the switch;

Whereas if the United States, which funds more than half of world food aid, were to increase the effectiveness of its food aid in any way, it would have profound effects on the quality of life of those in need.

Resolved by the United Nations

· Food aid should henceforth be in the form of cash.

· Distribution of this cash and spending it on food where it is needed will be done by the WFP.

	
	


� EMBED Picture (Metafile) ���





� EMBED Picture (Metafile) ���








_304608724.wmf

_304609236.wmf

_304607956.wmf

