The Balfour Declaration of 1917

What is the Balfour Declaration?


The Balfour Declaration of 1917 was a document that was sent by James Balfour, Foreign Secretary to the British Government, to Walter Rothschild, leader of the British Jewish Community.  The Declaration stated that Palestine, (declared Israel in 1948), would be established as a home for all of the Jewish people.   It was further explained that although this area would be deemed a Jewish homeland, other communities that inhabited Palestine would not be discriminated against.


Balfour, an adamant Zionist, determined that the Jewish people needed a secure homeland.  He wrote the Declaration in order to make progress in creating a state in which Jews would safe from discrimination and exile.
Why is it important?


The Balfour Declaration granted Jewish people the ability to immigrate to Palestine, (now Israel), and obtain citizenship easily.  

Getting Started on Research:


You can find a copy of the letter here: http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace+Process/Guide+to+the+Peace+Process/The+Balfour+Declaration.htm
Be careful in your research, some websites may contain discriminatory content.
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	Expressing the sense of the people of Middle School Model United Nations regarding the Balfour Declaration:

Recognizing the letter written from James Balfour to Walter Rothschild;

Acknowledging the position of Walter Rothschild as leader of the British Jewish Community;

Recalling the numerous instances in the past when Jews have been exiled from their homeland;

Noting the location of Jerusalem, a religious hub for the Jewish people, in Palestine;
Resolved by the People of Middle School Model United Nations, 

Encourages member states to accept the Balfour Declaration as written by James Balfour.

Requests member states to allow for the emigration of members of the Jewish faith from their current place of residence to Palestine in accordance with the Balfour Declaration.



	
	


