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Franco & Manos 
Reconstruction, Gilded Age, Progressives, 1920s 
 

Take-Home Test 
Directions:  Egads!  A take home test!   Due for all students Monday April 11, 2011or else… 
 

1. What term best describes the common ideology of the Know-nothing party? 
a. Nativism 
b. Pro slavery 
c. Radical 
d. Anti-slavery 

 
2. Stephen A. Douglas’s plans for deciding the slavery question in the Kansas-Nebraska scheme 

required repeal of the  
a. Fugitive Slave Act 
b. Northwest Ordinance 
c. Missouri Compromise 
d. Compromise of 1850 

 
3. Match each presidential candidate in the 1860 election below with his party’s position on the 

slavery question 
a. Lincoln 
b. Douglas 
c. Breckenridge 
d. Bell 

 

 
1. extended slavery 
2. ban slavery from the territories 
3. preserve the Union by compromise 
4. enforce popular sovereignty

a. A-2, B-4, C-1, D-3   
b. A-3, B-4, C-1, D-2  
c. A-3, B-2, C-1, D-4   
d. A-4, B-3, C-2, D-1 

 
4. Which of the following is not one of the goals of the Radical Republicans? 

a. Southern Social Structure uprooted 
b. Punish planters 
c. Establish reparations for former slaves 
d. Emancipated blacks protected by federal law 
 

5. In his 10% plan for Reconstruction, President Lincoln promised 
a. The restoration of the planter aristocracy to political power 
b. Severe punishment of Southern political and military leaders 
c. Rapid readmission of Southern states into the Union 
d. Former slaves the right to vote 

 
6. President Johnson’s plan for Reconstruction 

a. Guaranteed former slaves the right to vote 
b. Required that all former Confederate states ratify the fourteenth amendment  
c. Established literacy tests for voting in the South 
d. Took away the right to vote from confederate leaders and wealthy planters 
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7. The Freedman’s bureau was intended to do all of the following except? 
a. Ensure blacks receive justice in the courts 
b. Organize a system of labor 
c. Prevent scalawags from holding office 
d. Administer confiscated land  

 
8. Which of the following was a fear of the Radical Republicans? 

a. The south would refuse to accept reconstruction 
b. The absence of the 3/5 compromise would make the south to strong 
c. Freed blacks would now vote for their former slave owners 
d. Reconstruction would eventually hurt northern industry 

 
9. The fate of the Confederate leaders after 1865 was that 

a. All were eventually pardoned 
b. Most were jailed for an extended period of time 
c. Several were executed for treason 
d. Several went to exile in Brazil 

 
10. That the Southern states were “conquered provinces” and therefore at the mercy of Congress for 

readmission to the Union was the view of 
a. The Supreme Court 
b. President Johnson 
c. Congressional Republicans 
d. War democrats 
 

11. Which piece of legislation passed over Johnson’s veto? 
a. Morrill Land Grant 
b. Pacific Railroad Act 
c. Civil Rights Bill 
d. A & C 

 
12. What were the terms of the Enforcement Acts in 1870? 

a. President allowed to use federal troops in areas where the Klan was active 
b. Permitted federal supervision of elections in southern states 
c. Created penalties for hate crimes against blacks 
d. A & B 
 
 

13. What congressional law did Johnson violate that eventually led to his impeachment? 
a. 14th amendment 
b. 15th amendment 
c. Tenure of office act 
d. None of the above 

 
14. What was the verdict in the Supreme Court case of U.S. vs. Reece? 

a. The 14th amendment was unconstitutional 
b. The 15th amendment did not grant citizens the right to vote 
c. Citizenship only covered national items 
d. none of the above 
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15. The Radical Republicans did all of the following to limit Johnson’s power except? 
a. Set the date for which Congress would reconvene 
b. Limited Johnson’s power to sign treaties 
c. Passed the Tenure of Office Act 
d. Limited Johnson’s power over the army 

 
16. Which of the following reasons best explains why the newly enfranchised Blacks were unwilling 

to punish the disenfranchised southerners? 
a. Whites still owned the best land 
b. Christianity preached forgiveness 
c. Blacks were afraid of a southern revolt 
d. A & B 

 
17. What was the name given to southern residents that used Reconstruction as a means to gain 

profit? 
a. Scalawags 
b. Carpetbaggers 
c. Speculators 
d. Dixie-Opportunists  

 
18. What was the name of one of the first black senators in the United States? 

a. Kendall Jackson 
b. Noah Ingram 
c. Alphonso Null 
d. Hiram Revels 

 
19. How much did the United States pay Russia for Alaska? 

a. $17m 
b. $71m 
c. $700,000 
d. $7m 

 
20. The main purpose of the Black Codes was to  

a. Guarantee freedom for the blacks 
b. Create a system of justice for ex-slaves 
c. Prevent blacks from becoming sharecroppers 
d. Ensure a stable labor supply 

 
21. The Fourteenth Amendment guaranteed 

a. Land for former slaves 
b. Freed slaves the right to vote 
c. Citizenship for former slaves 
d. Freed slaves the right to vote 

 
22. Congress’s impeachment of President Johnson and attempt to remove him from office were 

directly precipitated by his 
a. Highly partisan “swing around the circle” in 1866 
b. Dismissal of Secretary of War Stanton 
c. Readmission of Southern states under his policies in 1866 
d. Veto of the Freedmen’s Bureau bill 
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23. In the presidential election of 1868, Ulysses S. Grant 
a. Transformed his personal popularity into a large majority in the popular vote. 
b. Owed his victory to the votes of former slaves. 
c. Gained his victory by winning the votes of the majority of whites. 
d. Demonstrated his political skill. 
e. All of the above. 

 
24. In the late nineteenth century, those political candidates who campaigned by “waving the bloody 

shirt” were reminding voters 
a. Of the “treason” of the Confederate Democrats during the Civil War. 
b. That the Civil War had been caused by the election of a Republican president. 
c. Of the graft-filled “radical” regimes in the Reconstruction South. 
d. That radical Republicans catered to freed slaves during Reconstruction. 
e. Of Ku Klux Klan violence against blacks. 

 
25. Which one of the following is least related to the other three? 

a. Jim Fisk 
b. “Black Friday” 
c. Jay Gould 
d. “Ohio Idea” 
e. Wall Street gold market 

 
26. One weapon that was used to put Boss Tweed, leader of New York City’s infamous Tweed Ring, 

in jail was 
a. The cartoons of the political satirist Thomas Nast. 
b. Federal income tax evasion charges. 
c. The RICO racketeering act. 
d. New York City’s ethics laws. 
e. Granting immunity to Tweed’s cronies in exchange for testimony. 

 
27. President Ulysses S. Grant was reelected in 1872 because 

a. The Democrats and Liberal Republicans could not decide on a single candidate. 
b. He promised reforms in the political system. 
c. He pleaded for a clasping of hands across “the bloody chasm” between the North and 

South. 
d. His opponents chose a poor candidate for the presidency. 
e. Federal troops still controlled the South. 

 
28. Match each politician below with the Republican political faction with which he was associated. 

1. A. Roscoe Conkling 1. “Half-Breeds” 
2. B. James Blaine 2. Stalwarts 
3. C. Horace Greeley 3. Regular Republicans 
4. D. Ulysses Grant 4. Liberal Republicans 
  
a. A-2, B-3, C-4, D-1 
b. A-3, B-1, C-2, D-4 
c. A-1, B-2, C-3, D-4 
d. A-2, B-1, C-4, D-3 
e. A-4, B-3, C-1, D-2 
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29. Those who enjoyed a successful political career in the post-Civil War decades were usually 
a. Reformers. 
b. Incorruptible. 
c. Party loyalists. 
d. Political independents. 
e. Wealthy and well educated. 

 
30. During the Gilded Age, the Democrats and the Republicans 

a.  Had few significant economic differences. 
b. Agreed on currency policy but not the tariff. 
c. Were separated by substantial differences in economic policy. 
d. Held similar views on all economic issues except for civil-service reform. 
e. Were divided over silver vs. gold currency. 

 
31. The presidential elections of the 1870s and 1880s 

a. Were all won by Republicans. 
b. Involved charismatic personalities. 
c. Were rarely close. 
d. Usually involved sharp partisan differences over issues like currency policy and civil 

service reform. 
e. Aroused great interest among voters. 

 
32.  One reason for the extremely high voter turnouts and partisan fervor of the Gilded Age was 

a. The parties’ differences over economic issues. 
b. Sharp ethnic and cultural differences in the membership of the two parties. 
c. Battles between Catholics and Lutherans. 
d. Differences over the issue of the civil service. 
e. Sectional tensions between the Northeast and Midwest. 

 
 

33. During the Gilded Age, the lifeblood of both the Democratic and the Republican parties was 
a. The Grand Army of the Republic. 
b. The Roman Catholic Church. 
c. Ideological commitment. 
d. Big-city political machines. 
e. Political patronage. 

 
34. “Spoilsmen” was the label attached to those who 

a. Expected government jobs from their party’s elected officeholders. 
b. Ravaged the pristine environment of the “golden West” for their own profit. 
c. Manipulated railroad stocks to their own private advantage. 
d. Supported civil-service reform. 
e. Engaged in political corruption. 

 
35. The major problem in the 1876 presidential election centered on 

a. Who would be Speaker of the House. 
b. The two sets of election returns submitted by Florida, South Carolina, and Louisiana. 
c. Samuel Tilden’s association with corrupt politicians. 
d. President Grant’s campaign for a third term. 
e. Failure to use the secret “Australian ballot” in some places. 

 



 6 

36. The Compromise of 1877 resulted in 
a. A renewal of the Republican commitment to protect black civil rights in the South. 
b. The withdrawal of federal troops from the South. 
c. The election of a Democrat to the presidency. 
d. Passage of the Bland-Allison Silver Purchase Act. 
e. A plan to build the first transcontinental railroad. 

 
37. The sequence of presidential terms of the “forgettable presidents” of the 

 Gilded Age (including Cleveland’s two nonconsecutive terms) was 
a. Cleveland, Hayes, Harrison, Cleveland, Arthur, Garfield. 
b. Garfield, Hayes, Harrison, Cleveland, Arthur, Cleveland. 
c. Cleveland, Garfield, Arthur, Hayes, Harrison, Cleveland. 
d. Hayes, Garfield, Arthur, Cleveland, Harrison, Cleveland. 
e. Hayes, Garfield, Harrison, Cleveland, Arthur, Cleveland. 

 
38. In the 1896 case of Plessy v. Ferguson, the Supreme Court ruled that 

a. African-Americans could be denied the right to vote. 
b. Segregation was unconstitutional. 
c. “Separate but equal” facilities were constitutional. 
d. The Fourteenth Amendment did not apply to African-Americans. 
e. Literacy tests for voting were constitutional. 

 
39. At the end of Reconstruction, Southern whites disenfranchised African-Americans with 

a. Literacy requirements. 
b. Poll taxes. 
c. Economic intimidation. 
d. Grandfather clauses. 
e. All of the above. 
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40. The legal codes that established the system of segregation were 
a. Found only in the North. 
b. Called Jim Crow laws. 
c. Overturned by Plessy v. Ferguson. 
d. Undermined by the crop lien system. 
e. Passed during Reconstruction. 

 
41. The presidency of Rutherford B. Hayes opened with 

a. A peaceful labor scene. 
b. Increased overseas expansion. 
c. Scenes of class warfare. 
d. Charges of corruption. 
e. Improved race relations. 

 
42. Labor unrest during the Hayes administration stemmed from 

a. Agitation by Communist sympathizers. 
b. The establishment of the Socialist party. 
c. The collapse of the steel industry. 
d. Competition among rival unions. 
e. Long years of depression and deflation. 

 
43. In the wake of anti-Chinese violence in California, the United States Congress 

a. Negotiated a restricted-immigration agreement with China. 
b. Did nothing, as it was California’s problem. 
c. Banned the Kearneyites in San Francisco. 
d. Sent many Chinese back to their homeland. 
e. Passed a law prohibiting the immigration of Chinese laborers to America. 

 
44. President James A. Garfield was assassinated 

a. As a result of his service in the Civil War. 
b. Because he was a Stalwart Republican. 
c. Because he opposed civil-service reform. 
d. By a deranged, disappointed office seeker. 
e. By a political anarchist. 

 
45. The Pendleton Act required appointees to public office to 

a. Take a competitive examination. 
b. Present a written recommendation from a congressman or senator. 
c. Agree to make financial contributions to their political party. 
d. Pledge independence from either major political party. 
e. Have a college degree. 

 
46. With the passage of the Pendleton Act, politicians now sought money from 

a. New immigrants. 
b. Civil-service workers. 
c. The small army of factory workers whom they now had to mobilize. 
d. Foreign contributors. 
e. Big corporations. 
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47. The 1884 election contest between James G. Blaine and Grover Cleveland was noted for 
a. Its emphasis on issues. 
b. Low voter turnout. 
c. Its personal attacks on the two candidates. 
d. A landslide victory for the reform-minded Republicans. 
e. Its virtual tie in the Electoral College. 

 
48. Which one of the following Gilded Age presidents had a different party affiliation from the other 

four? 
a. Ulysses S. Grant 
b. Rutherford Hayes 
c. Grover Cleveland 
d. Benjamin Harrison 
e. Chester Arthur 

 
49. When he was president, Grover Cleveland’s hands-off approach to government gained the 

support of 
a. Civil War prisoners. 
b. The Great Army of the Republic. 
c. Farmers. 
d. Workers. 
e. Businesspeople. 

 
50. On the issue of the tariff, President Grover Cleveland 

a. Supported high rates. 
b. Advocated a lower rate. 
c. Had no opinion. 
d. Followed the advice of his party. 
e. Favored tariffs on agricultural products. 

 
51. The major campaign issue of the 1888 presidential election was 

a. Civil-service reform. 
b. The big trust question. 
c. The currency question. 
d. Foreign policy. 
e. Tariff policy. 

 
52. In the latter decades of the nineteenth century, it was generally true that the locus of political 

power was 
a. Congress. 
b. The president. 
c. The federal courts. 
d. The federal bureaucracy. 
e. The states. 

 
53. The “Billion-Dollar Congress” quickly disposed of rising government surpluses by 

a. Providing subsidies to wheat, corn, and cotton farmers. 
b. Building an expensive new steel navy. 
c. Expanding pensions for Civil War veterans. 
d. Cutting tariffs and other taxes. 
e. Increasing spending on railroads and other transportation projects. 



 9 

 
54. Which of the following was not among the platform planks adopted by the Populist Party in their 

convention of 1892? 
a. Government ownership of the railroads, telephone, and telegraph 
b. Free and unlimited coinage of silver in the ratio of 16 to 1 
c. A one-term limit on the presidency 
d. Government guarantees of “parity prices” for farmers 
e. Immigration restrictions 

 
55. The four states completely carried by the Populists in the election of 1892 were 

a. Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota. 
b. Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois. 
c. Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Kansas. 
d. Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Vermont. 
e. Kansas, Colorado, Idaho, Nevada. 

 
56. The early Populist campaign to create a coalition of white and black farmers ended in 

a. A racist backlash that eliminated black voting in the South. 
b. The transformation of Tom Watson into a fervent civil rights leader. 
c. An alignment of wealthy “Bourbon” whites with moderate blacks. 
d. The breakdown of segregation in areas outside southern cities. 
e. The emergence of Republican political power in the South. 

 
57.  The political developments of the l890s were largely shaped by 

a. The widespread prosperity and federal budget surpluses. 
b. America’s growing involvement in overseas conflicts. 
c. The most severe and extended economic depression up to that time. 
d. The growing black rebellion against segregation and racial oppression. 
e. The deadlock among Republicans, Democrats, and Populists in Congress. 

 
58. In late-nineteenth century elections, Democrats could count on the support of 

a. The South. 
b. Northern industrial cities. 
c. Immigrant groups. 
d. The Midwest. 
e. Catholics and Lutherans. 

 
59. Most of the presidents of the 1870s and 1880s 

a. Opposed high protective tariffs. 
b. Were Civil War veterans? 
c. Were Republicans? 
d. Won narrow victories. 
e. Set the agenda for Congress. 

 
 
60. Teddy Roosevelt received the Republican vice-presidential nomination in 1900 mainly because
a. Mark Hanna supported his candidacy. 
b. his presence on the ticket would appeal to western voters. 
c. the nomination would remove him from the governorship of New York. 
d. his progressivism balanced McKinley’s conservatism. 
e. his personal warmth balanced McKinley’s aloofness
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61. When extended, the Open Door policy called on all big powers, including the United 7. In the 1900 
presidential election, the Democratic Party and its candidate, William Jennings Bryan, insisted that 
__________ was the “paramount issue” of the campaign. 
[A] social reform 
[B] imperialism 
[C] tariff protection 
[D] free silver 
[E] national defense
 
62. As a vice-presidential candidate in 1900, Teddy Roosevelt appealed especially to 
[A] former Populists. 
[B] conservative Republicans. 
[C] mid-westerners. 
[D] the wealthy. 
[E] easterners

63. The Republicans won the 1900 election mainly because of... 
[A] public opposition to a third term as president for Grover Cleveland. 
[B] their support of freedom abroad. 
[C] Bryan’s lackluster campaign. 
[D] the prosperity achieved during McKinley’s first term. 
[E] their support of imperialism. 
 
64. As president, Teddy Roosevelt was... 
[A] a weak administrator. 
[B] considered a liberal. 
[C] unwilling to work with party bosses. 
[D] not an opportunist. 
[E] willing to compromise.

65. While president, Teddy Roosevelt did all of the following except 
[A] appeal to the people over the head of Congress. 
[B] refuse to ignore the Constitution, even when tempted to do so. 
[C] condemn the law and the courts as too slow. 
[D] argue that the president may take any action in the general interest if it is not expressly forbidden by 
the law. 
[E] disregard the checks and balances among the three branches of governmen

66. Warren G. Harding’s weaknesses as president included all of the following except a(n) 
 [A] lack of political experience. 
[B] inability to detect moral weaknesses in his associates. 
[C] unwillingness to hurt people’s feelings by saying no. 
[D] mediocre mind. 
[E] administrative weakness.
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67. Match each member of President Harding’s cabinet below with his major area of responsibility.  
___ A. Charles Evans Hughes 
___ B. Andrew Mellon 
___ C. Herbert Hoover 
___ D. Albert Fall 
___ E. Harry Daugherty 
 

1. taxes and tariffs  
2. naval oil reserves  
3. naval arms limitation  
4. foreign trade and trade associations  
5. justice and law enforcement

[A] A-5, B-3, C-2, D-4, E-1 
[B] A-3, B-1, C-4, D-2, E-5 
[C] A-1, B-2, C-5, D-3, E-4 
[D] A-4, B-5, C-1, D-3, E-2 
[E] A-2, B-4, C-3, D-5, E-1 
 
68. Which of the following individuals was considered one of the “worst minds” of President Harding’s 
cabinet
[A] Charles Evans Hughes 
[B] Calvin Coolidge 
[C] Herbert Hoover 
[D] Andrew Mellon 
[E] Albert Fall
 
69. The Supreme Court cases of Muller and Adkins centered on 
[A] antitrust legislation. 
[B] racial differences. 
[C] the question of whether women merited special legal and social treatment. 
[D] affirmative action. 
[E] “right to work” laws from several states. 
 
70. The Teapot Dome scandal involved the mishandling of
[A] the sale of presidential pardons. 
[B] naval oil reserves. 
[C] European war-debt payments. 
[D] funds for veterans’ hospitals. 
[E] the budget for the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
 
71. During Coolidge’s presidency, government policy was set largely by the interests and values of 
[A] progressive reformers. 
[B] the business community. 
[C] racial and ethnic minorities. 
[D] conservative New Englanders. 
[E] farmers and wage earners.
 
72. In 1924 the Democratic Party convention came within a single vote of adopting a resolution 
condemning 
[A] immigration restrictions. 
[B] Fundamentalism. 
[C] business monopolies. 
[D] prohibition. 
[E] the Ku Klux Klan.
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73. The Progressive party did not do well in the 1924 election because 
[A] too many people shared in prosperity to care about reform. 
[B] the liberal vote was split between it and the Democratic Party. 
[C] it was too caught up in internal discord. 
[D] it could not win the farm vote. 
[E] La Follette could not win the Socialists’ endorsement 
 
74. The red scare of 1919–1920 was provoked by 
[A] the public’s association of labor violence with its fear of revolution. 
[B] the strict enforcement of prohibition laws. 
[C] the threat created by the Communist Revolution in Russia. 
[D] the wartime migration of rural blacks to northern cities. 
[E] evolutionary science’s challenge to the biblical story of the Creation. 
 
75. Businesspeople used the red scare to 
[A] establish closed shops throughout the nation. 
[B] secure passage of laws making unions illegal. 
[C] refuse to hire communists. 
[D] break the backs of fledgling unions. 
[E] break the railroad strike of 1919. 
 
76. The most tenacious pursuer of “radical” elements during the red scare was 
[A] William Jennings Bryan. 
[B] J. Edgar Hoover. 
[C] F. Scott Fitzgerald. 
[D] A. Mitchell Palmer. 
[E] Frederick W. Taylor. 
 
77. The Ku Klux Klan of the 1920s was a reaction against 
[A] capitalism. 
[B] new immigration laws passed in 1924. 
[C] the forces of diversity and modernity that were transforming American culture. 
[D] race riots. 
[E] the nativist movements that had their origins in the 1850s. 
 
78. Most Americans assumed that prohibition 
[A] would be a total failure. 
[B] could never be enforced in the South. 
[C] was unworkable in the cities. 
[D] would soon be overturned. 
[E] would be permanent. 
 
79. The most spectacular example of lawlessness in the 1920s was 
[A] New Orleans. 
[B] Chicago. 
[C] New York City. 
[D] Las Vegas. 
[E] Brooklyn. 
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80. After the Scopes “Monkey Trial,” 
[A] fundamentalism disappeared outside the rural South. 
[B] fundamentalist religion remained a vibrant force in American spiritual life. 
[C] John Scopes was sentenced to serve time in jail. 
[D] the gap between theology and biology began to close. 
[E] Christians found it increasingly difficult to reconcile the revelations of religion with modern science. 
 
81. All of the following helped to make the prosperity of the 1920s possible except 
[A] increased productivity of workers. 
[B] advertising and credit buying. 
[C] government stimulation of the economy. 
[D] rapid expansion of capital. 
[E] perfection of assembly-line production. 
 
82. With the advent of radio and motion pictures, 
[A] American regional accents disappeared. 
[B] much of the rich diversity of immigrant culture was lost. 
[C] the emergence of a working-class political coalition was halted. 
[D] American culture became more parochial. 
[E] many people believed that popular tastes were elevated. 
 
83. Margaret Sanger was most noted for her advocacy of 
[A] birth control. 
[B] woman suffrage. 
[C] abortion rights. 
[D] free love. 
[E] the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). 
 
84. Jazz music was developed by 
[A] Latinos. 
[B] American blacks. 
[C] Caucasian impresarios. 
[D] American teenagers. 
[E] Caribbean immigrants. 
 
85. Match each literary figure below with the correct work.  
___ A. Ernest Hemingway          
___ B. F. Scott Fitzgerald       
___ C. Sinclair Lewis            
___ D. William Faulkner          
 

1. The Sun Also Rises 
2. Main Street 
3. The Sound and the Fury 
4. The Great Gatsby

 
[A] A-2, B-1, C-3, D-4 
[B] A-3, B-2, C-4, D-1 
[C] A-1, B-3, C-2, D-4 
[D] A-4, B-3, C-1, D-2 
[E] A-1, B-4, C-2, D-3 
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86. Warren G. Harding’s weaknesses as president included all of the following except a(n) 
[A] administrative weakness. 
[B] unwillingness to hurt people’s feelings by saying no. 
[C] lack of political experience. 
[D] mediocre mind. 
[E] inability to detect moral weaknesses in his associates. 
 
87. Which of the following descriptive attributes is least characteristic of President Coolidge? 
[A] wordiness 
[B] caution 
[C] frugality 
[D] shyness 
[E] honesty 
 
88. Which of the following splits did not affect the Democratic party in 1924? 
[A] urbanites versus suburbanites 
[B] “wets” versus “drys” 
[C] immigrants versus old-stock Americans 
[D] northern liberals versus southern conservatives 
[E] Fundamentalists versus Modernists 
 
89. All of the following were political liabilities for Alfred E. Smith except his 
[A] radio speaking skill. 
[B] failure to win the support of American labor. 
[C] Catholic religion. 
[D] big-city background. 
[E] support for the repeal of prohibition.
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