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Committee Background


The United Nations Security Council is a powerful committee charged with maintaining peace throughout the world. The council consists of 5 permanent members with the veto, US, UK, Russia, France, and China, as well as 11 rotating members elected for 2 year terms by the general assembly of the United Nations. The Security Council is the only committee in the UN that can demand and enforce action through their resolutions.


Korean Peninsula Tensions Background
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The two countries on the Korean peninsula are the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), also known as “North Korea”, and the Republic of Korea (ROK), or “South Korea”. The two nations were formed after the Second World War, North Korea being the part inhabited by the Soviet Union and the South by the USA.

The DPRK borders China and Russia to the North, the first of which is their closest and arguable only ally. It is one of the poorest nations on earth, and has suffered from famine and at times starvation for over a decade. [image: image4.jpg]


 It is also one of, if not the most isolated country on earth due to its style of government. While it calls itself a socialist republic, the majority of nations around the world would contend that the DPRK is a highly oppressive, single-party-state military dictatorship, with a “cult of personality” around the dictator. A cult of personality is an elaborate way in which a government will use advertisements, propaganda, and education, among other methods, to paint a picture of the leader as the ideal (perfect) leader and hero, and encourage citizens to give him unquestioning praise and devotion. The nation has a huge military, relative to its size, and makes sure that few are allowed into or out of the country, and nearly none have truthful information about the world or the nation.


On the other hand, South Korea is a prosperous and relatively westernized nation with a government similar to that of the United States and other western powers. It is friendly with many nations, including their neighbor Japan. They maintain a very close relationship with various western nations, but especially the United States, who maintain a military garrison several thousand strong near the demilitarized zone (DMZ), which is the border between North and South. The ROK and USA have also recently been active in naval and military drills in response to current events.


Tensions between the two Koreas have been present ever since the creation of the two nations, much resulting from the very different parent nations they spawned from. In the 1950s, the Korean War broke out, which at one point had UN troops reach the Chinese border, until the Chinese also entered the war. The two sides (ROK and UN, China and DPRK) settled on what is currently the DMZ as a border for the nations. The war never officially ended, but a ceasefire was signed. Since that time, relations have been fluctuating between tense to nearly war. During the 1990s, some families were allowed to reunite and a joint factory was opened, but much of that progress has stopped. Further, various diplomatic talks between the countries, sometimes in cooperation with other aiding countries, have always broken down. During the past decade, the DPRK have started a nuclear weapons program, even testing a warhead and delivery system (missile). This has been responded to with alarm, anger, militarization in the south, and nearly across the board condemnation from the world, including UN sanctions and resolutions. Recently in early 2010, a South Korean warship, the ROKS Cheonan, was sunk by an explosion, which they believe to be from a northern torpedo. This resulted in many deaths but has been angrily denied by the DPRK. Even more recently, in late November 2010, North Korea fired [image: image5.jpg]


 artillery at a South Korean island near a disputed water border in response to military drills the South was conducting, killing two marines and two civilians. That time period was probably the closest instance to the spark of a new war in decades, and as a response new naval drills between the US and ROK commenced and a more hard-line Defense Minister was put in power in the South. Only about six months ago, the tensions have not yet died down to less worrisome level. Just a little while ago, on April 26th, former United State President Jimmy Carter and other former politicians traveled to North Korea to discuss food shortages and possible restart of stalled nuclear disarmament talks. 


Topic 1 Resolution Summary


The resolution provided is rather straightforward and broad, but touches various sensitive political issues concerning the Koreas. It is utterly scathing in its approach to the DPRK. It demands them stop developing nuclear weapons. It points to what the West deems to be bad practices of government. It calls on the DPRK to stop threatening South Korea and other nations.

It is very easy to be either opposed or for this resolution. 

For many nations’ delegates, mainly from the west, it provides a perhaps too strongly worded attack at a nation they see as a danger to the rest of the world. They might want to add further clauses on other specific issues or to clarify a new policy that may bring the two nations further together. They may call for new diplomatic talks between the nations. They might also want to tone down the wording of the resolution to be less incendiary. 

Other nations, such as China and Russia, would be opposed to this resolution. They are currently seeking to have a more moderate approach to North Korea. They would also find the resolution to be worded in far to angry and even dangerous a manner. Further, they would oppose the condemnation of the attack on the ROK warship, as there is a lot of conflicting evidence as to whether North Korea actually caused the accident, and a few other theories of who did. Nations in support of the resolution should be wary of this point.

Of course, the resolution may be amended by the Security Council delegates at MidMUN, and are encouraged to change it however they wish, to a reasonable degree.


Topic 1 Research Sources


Here are a few sites that may help you in research, but do not limit yourself to these sites

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10130413
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-11813699
· http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/guides/456900/456994/html/default.stm
· http://www.economist.com/countries/SouthKorea/index.cfm
· Nytimes.com or other newspaper (just search for the recent events like the sinking of the warship and artillery attack)

· Wikipedia.org (Warning: do not let this be your only resource, it is a very good way to get started and is usually correct, but only to get a general idea of the issue. Use more reputable sources like the ones above for more information!)
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	A Resolution to Resolve Current Dangers Present on the Korean Peninsula




Resolution of the United Nations
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	Expressing the sense of the United Nations Security Council regarding tensions on the Korean Peninsula.

Whereas the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has a long history of oppressive government, isolation of its people, and human rights abuses;

Whereas on November 23rd,2010 the DPRK fired upon the South Korean island of Yeonpyeong, killing four and wounding others, unprovoked;

Whereas there is devastating famine in the DPRK due to mismanagement of agriculture and economics, coupled with an over emphasis in the military;

Whereas the DPRK has repeatedly shown disregard for the safety of the world, through threats, nuclear proliferation, and military action;

Resolved by the United Nations

1. Condemns the long history human rights abuses and oppressive governmental practices in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

2. Further Condemns the DPRK attack upon the ROKS Cheonan.
3. Warns Against any further attacks upon the Republic of Korea like on the 23rd of Novermber, 2010.

4. Calls Upon the DPRK to cease all nuclear proliferation and disarm in accordance with the Nuclear Nonproliferation treaty.

5. Suggests the DPRK and Republic of Korea find ways to revert to previous “Sunshine policy” practices like family reunification and ease of visitation, and joint projects and practices.

6. Offers food and agricultural aid in exchange for a change in isolationist, oppressive, and antagonistic practices in the DPRK.

	
	



Committee Background


The United Nations Security Council is a powerful committee charged with maintaining peace throughout the world. The council consists of 5 permanent members with a veto, US, UK, Russia, France, and China, as well as 11 rotating members elected for 2 year terms by the general assembly of the United Nations. The Security Council is the only committee in the UN that can demand and enforce action through their resolutions.

Topic 2 Background


In December of 2010 protests began in the North African nation of Tunisia, after over a month of rioting there the government of that nation collapsed. Soon after similar protests sprang up across the Arab World, Libya is one such country which saw such protests beginning in mid-February of 2011. The situation in Libya is however very different from that in other countries. Protesters in Libya were met with immediate violence from the existing government, led by Muammar Gaddafi, who deployed the army to kill or otherwise suppress the protesters.
     Despite these attempts the protesters were able to take control of many cities as parts of the army defected to the protesters cause. By early March the county was clearly divided into two factions, one in the east, which was against the rule of Gaddafi, and one in the west, centered on the capital which supported his rule. Intense fighting began in March as Gaddafi’s forced began to recapture rebel towns and crackdown on dissidents. This led to the deaths of hundreds if not thousands of people, many were civilians.
     In response to this on March 19th the Security Council passed a resolution enforcing a no-fly zone over Libya. The intent of this resolution was to prevent Gaddafi from using his air force against the rebels. The countries which have since enforced the resolution, which includes, France, the UK, the US, Italy, and many other members of NATO, have since bombed many strategic units and positions of Gaddafi in an attempt to weaken him and strengthen the rebels.

     Despite these efforts Gaddafi still remains in control of much of the country and fighting is ongoing with many dying from the conflict. A senior US military official recently commented on the situation in Libya and determined that as it stands now the conflict is in a stalemate and will continue indefinitely unless further action is taken by the UN. If the United Nations offers or calls upon further military force Gaddafi can be ousted and the war ended. However, this would probably call for the UN to set up a peacekeeping mission in Libya and many nations, which are wary from the occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan, have little will to send their soldiers into another Arab country for an extended period of time.


Topic 2 Resolution Summary

     The Resolution proposed is fairly simple in nature; it calls for the invasion of Libya by a coalition of forces to oust Gaddafi. This resolution will soon bring an end to the conflict in Libya.
     Opposition to this resolution is understandable and many states do not want another protracted conflict to deal with, in addition to this other countries do not agree with the no-fly zone, believing that to be a violation of Libyan sovereignty. Another alternative to an invasion many include further actions to arm rebel forces or otherwise help them in trying to overthrow Gaddafi.

Topic 2 Research Sources

These many be helpful sources
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13202981
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12916122
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-13112559
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_Libyan_civil_war
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	A Resolution to End the Conflict in Libya



Resolution of the United Nations
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	Expressing the sense of the people of the United Nations regarding the situation in Libya:
Whereas the government of Muammar Gaddafi has indiscriminately killed civilians and suppressed peaceful popular protests;

Whereas the conflict in Libya has led to the death of thousands and is rising daily;

Whereas as it stands now the conflict will continue for an extended period;

Whereas the United Nations has already lent support to the rebels;

Resolved by the United Nations

1. A military intervention is authorized to take whatever means necessary to remove Muammar Gaddafi from power;
2. The Libyan National Transitional Council will be recognized as the official government of Libya;

3. Weapons, training, and other forms of aid will be provided to the National Transitional Council to aid them in the fight against Gaddafi and in nation building.

	
	


