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Alli Aaronson, Caroline Christie, Eital Schattner-Elmaleh


Committee Background


The UN High Commission on Refugees was established to safeguard the rights and well being of refugees.  A refugee is defined as someone who "owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country."  The UNHCR aims to help these people restart their lives through programs that provide services such as protection, education, and medical assistance.

Education of Girls in Africa Background

     The topic of education becomes extremely important when dealing with the development of African nations.  Without education, the majority of these nations people will remain in poverty, hindering the advancement of the nation as a whole.  
     While boys often have at least some access to education, girl’s access to education is extremely limited.  In fact, only 10% of girls in sub Saharan Africa attend school.  There are many factors that contribute to girl’s lack of education, mainly the fact that many people still hold the belief that women don’t have the same mental capacity as men, and therefore do not need to be educated.  Additionally, many families do not feel that the financial burden of private education (often no public education is available) is worth it for girls.  One of the largest problems with girl’s education is the lack of accommodations for girl’s puberty.  Often students are physically punished for missing school.  At the same time, the majority of girls in developing nations do not have access to the sanitary materials necessary to accommodate menstruation.  These girls must choose either to go to school and face humiliation or stay home and face physical abuse.  Faced with this choice, many girls decide to abandon school altogether.
     Girl’s education is particularly important in the development of African nations for several reasons.  Since women are usually responsible for the care of children, educated mothers can pass their knowledge on to their children.  Additionally, educated people often have fewer children, reducing the problems of overpopulation and limited recourses.

A format for these schools must be established. There are a few options. One is to create separate schools for males and females teaching them gender appropriate material and accommodating for female’s special needs. 

This solution is one which we will be discussing during our model UN session together. I challenge you all to think of compromises and amendments to the following resolution. You might even wish to create a whole new bill. Keep in mind that funding is limited and that many people in third world countries do not believe that girls are entitled to an equal education.

The following are excerpts from sources you might find useful. Please explore the full sources as they provide much valuable information  and feel free to do other research.  

If you need any more help feel free to contact me at eselmaleh@gmail.com

Education of Girls in Africa Research Sources
“If we took a snapshot of the state of education across the globe, the image would shock many of us. Current estimates place the number of out-of-school children at 93 million – more than the entire population of the Philippines . The majority of these children are girls, and almost 80 per cent of them live in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.” 

-http://www.unicef.org/education/index_bigpicture.html 

-http://www.ifuw.org/fuwa/docs/Education_of_Girls_Africa.pdf 
“In Africa, it's said if you educate a man, you educate an individual. When you educate a woman, you educate a nation. Still, in Africa, two-thirds of the children who should be in school but are not are girls. Part of the problem is economic and part resulting from a society only beginning to focus on the needs of girls.”

- http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5627794 

“I n Sub-Saharan Africa, the social return on girls' education is estimated at 24.3% for basic education and 18.2% for secondary education, the highest rates in the world, according to FAWE.”

- http://www.twnside.org.sg/title/edu-cn.htm 
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	Expressing the sense of the people of the United Nations regarding education for girls in refugee camps.
Whereas only 10% of girls in sub Saharan Africa attend school;
Whereas education of girls quickens the economic development of impoverished nations;

Whereas currently most refugee camps provide no educational opportunities, educational opportunities only for boys, or educational opportunities that do not accommodate the unique needs of girls;

Whereas many societies are unwilling to educate boys and girls together;

Resolved by the United Nations

1. Implements the Program for Female Refugee Education (PFRE).
A. The mission of the PFRE will be to provide a separate but equal education for girls in refugee camps within the continent of Africa.
B. Makeshift schools will be set up in refugee camps.

a) Teachers and teaching supplies will be provided for these schools.

b) Female sanitary supplies will be made available to students.
             C.  5% of the UNHCR budget will be allocated towards this program.


	
	


Stateless People Background
Article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “Everyone has the right to a nationality and no one shall be deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his nationality.” This article is directly contradicted by the 12 million stateless people in the world today. 

A stateless person is someone who under national law does not enjoy citizenship with any country. In 1954 the Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons defined a stateless person as someone who is not a national of any state under relevant law. 


Becoming a stateless person seems like an odd idea, but when there are conflicts in the law many people are born without a state. If a child is born in a country where they grant nationality based by decent only, but its parents are nationals of a country that grants nationality only to people born on its territory this child is without a nationality. This is just one example of many ways people can become stateless. Birth registration is another challenge that affects stateless people. When people fail to register their children there is no proof of where or to whom they were born, causing them to be a stateless individual. 


The 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness gives countries guidance on how to protect children from being stateless at birth and from losing their nationality later in life.  The first major point of the 1961 convention was to grant nationality at birth, so any person born in a State’s territory would be considered a national of that State. The convention regarded persons who would otherwise be stateless and how their nationality would be granted. 


The problem of statelessness should be a priority because human rights violations are occurring. Without citizenship, a person cannot register to vote in the country in which he/she is living, cannot apply for a travel document, and cannot register to marry. In some instances, individuals who are stateless and are outside their country of origin or country of former residence can be detained for long periods if those countries refuse to grant them re-entry to their territories. Often, even the most basic of rights – the rights to education, medical care, and employment – are denied to individuals who cannot prove a legal connection with a country. 


If you have more questions:



http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c155.html


http://www.unhcr.org/436774c62.html


http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml#atop
http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/6_1_1961.pdf


http://www.refugeesinternational.org/who-we-are/our-issues/statelessness
Also, feel free to contact me at caec93@comcast.net .
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	Expressing the sense of the people of the Model United Nation regarding stateless people. 

Reaffirming Article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
Realizing statelessness refers to the condition of an individual who is not considered as a national by any state;

Alarmed by the 12 million people worldwide that statelessness affects;
Concerned by the violation of the rights of stateless people - they are often unable to obtain identity documents; they may be detained because they are stateless; and they could be denied access to education and health services or blocked from obtaining employment;
Referring to the 1954 United Nations Convention relating to the status of Stateless Persons which identifies who is a stateless person, promotes the acquisition of a legal identity for those persons, and ensures that stateless persons enjoy fundamental rights and freedoms without discrimination; 

Noting statelessness problems arise when nationality legislation in one State conflict with that in another, leaving an individual without a nationality of either state;
Resolved by the People of the Model United Nations, 

1. Emphasizes the need of adequate nationality legislation and universal birth registration.

2. Requests states to ratify and implement the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.


