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Committee Background


This committee focuses legislation about American energy production, mineral lands and mining, fisheries and wildlife, public lands, oceans, Native Americans, irrigation and reclamation.

Topic 1 Background


The Trans-Alaska Pipeline System was constructed in 1977, costing $8 billion. The pipeline system is 800 miles long, and its use is to transfer oil from the northern most part of Alaska, to the northern most ice-free point, the town of Valdez. Over 16 billon barrels of oil have been transported through this pipeline system Currently, it stops at Valdez, and the oil must be shipped using oil tankers, these massive ships that really effect the environment. 
Topic 1 Resolution Summary


This resolution will take the pipeline system, and stretch it so it extends to continental America, more specifically Seattle, Washington. This has it’s pros and cons, however. For example, when it was first built, the system brought boomtowns all over Alaska, spreading people to these new towns and villages. Also, by extending the system, the use of oil tanker ships will be reduced, helping to improve the environment. Keep in mind though, that we are still talking about oil. At any point, one bolt can come loose, and we have ourselves an oil spill. Whether it’s in the iciest parts of Alaska, or under the Prince William sound, this is a very plausible situation. This extension has a great sentiment, but is it worth the risk? 

For any questions, please feel free to email Jake at jakemrosen@gmail.com
Good Luck!

Topic 1 Research Sources

· http://naturalresources.house.gov/
· http://www.alyeska-pipe.com/Default.asp
Middle School Model Congress

	Department: House Natural Resources


	Principal Authors: Jake Rosen

	Bill No: HNR-100411
	Co-Authors: Sam Reimnitz


	Title of Bill: An Act to Improve the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System




Be It Enacted By The Middle School Model Congress Assembled

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33
	PREAMBLE: Whereas the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS) is an 800 mile pipeline system designed to move oil from the North Slope to the northern most ice-free point in Valdez, Alaska; Whereas currently, the oil collected in brought to the port in Valdez and then shipped to various locations; Whereas the pipeline system created “boomtowns,” in which the living quality increased due to workers moving into the various towns and points along the pipeline; Whereas the cost of using oil tankers is very low, however the pollution and byproducts released by these ships are detrimental to the environment; Whereas this pipeline system has transported over 16 billion barrels of oil; Whereas there is a stretch of Alaska that is currently not being used for the pipeline system, including the Baranof Island, the Admiralty Island, and the Prince of Wales Island; Whereas by extending the pipeline system through these islands, as well as underwater, the use of oil tankers will decrease greatly.

SECTION 1: The Trans-Alaska Pipeline System will be extended through the most southern parts of Alaska

SECTION 2: TAPS will have its final post be in Seattle, Washington

SECTION 3: The use of oil tankers for the TAPS will slowly be ceased, until it is no longer existing by 2015

SECTION 4: This bill will go into effect by 2014.


Committee Background

This committee focuses legislation about American energy production, mineral lands and mining, fisheries and wildlife, public lands, oceans, Native Americans, irrigation and reclamation.

Topic 2 Background


Today coal fuels about 50 percent of US electricity production and provides about a quarter of the country’s total energy. The US currently produces over a billion tons of coal per year, with quantities increasing annually. This is well over double the amount produced in 1960. However, due to a decline in the average amount of energy contained in each ton of coal produced (i.e., declining resource quality), the total amount of energy flowing into the US economy from coal is now falling, having peaked in 1998. This decline in energy content per unit of weight (also known as "heating value") amounts to more than 30 percent since 1955. It can partly be explained by the depletion of anthracite reserves and the nation’s increasing reliance on sub-bituminous coal and even lignite, a trend that began in the 1970s. But resource quality is declining even within each coal class.

Topic 2 Resolution Summary


This Bills overall objective is to stop the harmful pollution created by the burning of coal as a power source. This will be done by weaning American off of coal burning and onto a cleaner substitute. By using the cleaner substitute not only will we be cleaning up the environment but we will be able to maintain power output by using the substitute in old coal burning assets. It will be heavily encouraged by the government through subsidization of research programs.

Arguments for the bill

1-cleaner environment 

2-better economy from subsidization of research programs

3-less spending on carbon tax

Arguments against 

1-it will hurt coal mining industry 

2-loss of jobs due to lack of mining 

3-power output is lesser than actual coal 
For any questions, please feel free to email Sam at sreimnitz11@gmail.com
Topic 2 Research Sources

· http://biomassenergyresources.com/
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	PREAMBLE: Whereas the Federal Government must take an interest in the betterment of American energy sources; whereas to be recognized on a global level as one of the front runners in renewable energy resources; whereas the brilliance of cleaner burning coal technology will help Avoid and reduce spending on the carbon tax.

SECTION 1: By the year 2017 all Coal mining will cease.

SECTION 2: By the Year 2025 all usage of Coal for burning as an energy source will cease.

SECTION 3: All Coal-burning plants and assets will use cleaner burning BER BioCoal to continue energy production
SECTION 4: All companies offering cleaner coal substitutes will have research cost subsidized by the Federal government

SECTION 5: A House sub-committee will be created to oversee the transition from Coal to cleaner burning coal substitutes, oversee the inspections of all energy plants that used coal-burning technology, that will occur tri-annually to ensure the usage of coal-burning has ceased, as well as oversee the subsidization of cleaner coal research 

SECTION 6: The Money saved from Carbon tax spending will be put to researching renewable coal substitutes.

SECTION 7: This bill will take effect 90 days after passage.


