Brief

The United States has unquestionably been the most formidable military power in recent years. Its spending levels are the principle determinant of world military spending. Generally, US military spending has been on the rise. Recent increases are attributed to the so-called War on Terror and the Afghanistan and Iraq invasions, but it had also been rising before that. In 2009, The United States alone was responsible for just under half (46.5%) of all military expenditure in the world. These figured, when adjusted for inflation, 2007 US Military expenditure together with appropriations for nuclear weapons exceeds the average amount spent by the Pentagon during the Cold War per fiscal year, for a current military that is a third smaller than it was a decade ago. Supporters of America’s high military expenditure often argue that using raw dollars is not a fair measure, but that instead it should be per capita or as a percentage of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), and even then the spending numbers miss out the fact that the US provides global stability with its high spending and allows other nations to avoid such high spending. The “national defense” category of federal spending is typically just over half of the United States discretionary budget (the money the President/Administration and Congress have direct control over, and must decide and act to spend each year. By quite a margin, the majority of a US citizen’s taxes go to war appropriations. Many argue that in the post-Cold War era, where a vast majority of the world’s most powerful nations have embraced the “New World Order,” such drastic spending by the US is unnecessary, and takes from other benefits and programs that could benefit US citizens. However, the drastic spending by the US has also been shown to provide jobs as well as arguably enabling the rest of the world to spend less on stabilizing the world militarily.

Links:

http://www.fcnl.org/now/pdf/2006/mar06.pdf
http://www.armscontrolcenter.org/policy/securityspending/articles/spending_more_than_most_know/
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/usbudget/fy09/pdf/budget/defense.pdf
Questions to think about:

-How does US Military expenditure affect us? How about the rest of the world?

-What are the most drastic changes that would occur from decreasing the military budget?

Contact:  tnorrie15@gmail.com or verdified93@hotmail.com with any questions.
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Be It Enacted By The Middle School Model Congress Assembled
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	PREAMBLE: Whereas it is has been calculated that the majority of US taxpayer’s money goes to funding the military; Whereas healthcare, responses to poverty, government operations, education and jobs, science, energy, and environment programs in the United States have all lost portions of their funding in order to continue funneling 44.4% of our money to military causes; Whereas the “National Defense” category of federal spending is typically over half of the US discretionary budget; Whereas spending of this magnitude is indicative of preparing for Cold War-era threats and situations, all of which are now deemed unnecessary and unlikely compared to terrorist and unconventional threats; Whereas such circumstances render such tremendous levels of military spending prodigious and wasteful.
Be it enacted:

1. SECTION 1: The United States government will establish the Committee for the Efficient Allocation of Tax Dollars (CEATD). The purpose of the CEATD at the time of its establishment will be to substantially reduce military funding for the betterment of other sectors of society.
a. The CEATD will be composed of individuals learned in government spending protocol and military need.

b. The CEATD will meet annually in order to determine the military’s need for funding in the coming year, of which it will when decide on a cap for.

c. The military may appeal to the committee in times of need for supplemental funding as it deems fit, of which the CEATD is not obligated to administer.

2. SECTION 2: This bill will take effect one month prior to the beginning of Fiscal Year 2012.








