[image: image1.png]



Senate Judiciary Committee

Allison Aaronson, Gabriel Gladstone-Groth, Eital Schattner-Elmaleh

Middle School Model Congress 2011

November 15th, 2011

Committee Background

Committee Jurisdiction (as taken from http://judiciary.senate.gov/): 

In addition to its critical role in providing oversight of the Department of Justice and the agencies under the Department's jurisdiction, including the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the Department of Homeland Security, the Judiciary Committee plays an important role in the consideration of nominations and pending legislation.

Topic 1 Background


Illegal immigration into the United States is massive in scale. More than 10 million undocumented aliens currently reside in the U.S., and that number is growing by 700,000 per year. It is estimated illegal immigration costs the United States government about 100 billion dollars every year. Most Illegal aliens come to America in search of a better quality of life and employment. Immigrant rights activists claim that financially this adds value to the U.S. economy. Anti immigration activists argue that undocumented immigrants are a major national security problem. The fact of the matter is that illegal immigration is a major issue and needs to be addressed soon. With so many illegal aliens already in America issues involving the immigrants such as poverty, lack of healthcare, and unfair labor practices are becoming increasingly rampant. This committee must find a solution to the immigrant problem before it is too late.

Topic 1 Resolution Summary


The following resolution is about illegal immigrants being granted instate tuition for colleges in their state. While this is quite important, since it is the only access many immigrants have to affordable education, I urge you to think about the economic effects of passing this bill. Try to think creatively and come up with alternate compromises and amendments to this bill. You are fixing the problems of today's America. Good luck! If you have any question feel free to contact me, Eital Schattner-Elmaleh, at eselmaleh@gmail.com .

Topic 1 Research Sources

· http://www.usnews.com/education/articles/2008/08/07/should-colleges-enroll-illegal-immigrants 

· http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2008-07-06-Illegaled_N.htm 

· http://articles.latimes.com/2010/nov/15/local/la-me-illegal-students-20101116 
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	Preamble: Whereas illegal immigrants are entitled to a free education from kindergarden through high school. Following highs school about 65,000 illegal immigrants graduate every year. There is no formal procedure set forth by congress on how to handle the higher education of illegal immigrants and weather or not they should receive instate tuition. Some states have passed laws on their own accord which allow illegal immigrants to attend colleges and receive the benefits of instate tuition. It is true that many illegal immigrants do not pay income taxes and therefore contribute less tax money to the state yet some illegal immigrants do.

SECTION 1: Let it become national law that illegal immigrants living in state attend their state's schools with instate tuition. 

SECTION 2: This bill shall go into effect 365 days after passage. 




Topic 2 Background

Recently, due to the overwhelming nature of many of the U.S.’s problems and hostilities between political parties, congress has been unable to pass legislation to address many current major issues.  Some people believe that this problem could be solved if the stubborn longtime congressmen were replaced with new congressmen who are assumed to be more open to compromise.  Congressional candidates who have been in office previously are almost always reelected, leaving few opportunities for new, potentially better candidates to be elected.  However, others believe that congress would become even more dysfunctional if all of its representatives and senators lacked experience.

Topic 2 Resolution Summary


This resolution amends the constitution so that members of the House of Representatives may only serve three terms and Senators may only serve one term. Arguments for term limits include the existence of the seniority system in congress, in which a congressmen’s influence is related not to their merit but to their years in congress.  Term limits increase competition and bring fresh ideas, as well as eliminating the existence of “career politicians,” who are no longer true representatives of the people.  Many say that it improves the tendency of congressmen to vote on principle as opposed to what will aid in reelection.  However, others believe that by imposing term limits we will be losing many “good” politicians and reducing voter choice.  Additionally, congress could become even more ineffective if it lacked experienced members who knew what they were doing.

     It’s up to you to decide.  Pay attention to what congress is doing through the news and contemplate how its effectiveness could be improved.  Try to think about possible amendments (maybe you agree that we should have term limits but think they should be more or less severe).  Above all, remember to research.  The New York Times is an excellent resource for understanding the congressional dilemma.  If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at alliaaronson@gmail.com.

Topic 2 Research Sources

· http://tenurecorrupts.com/arguments.html
· http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/10/15/debating-the-pros-and-cons-of-term-limits/
· http://www.balancedpolitics.org/term_limits.htm
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	Preamble:  Whereas recently congress has been under scrutiny for being inefficient and unable to compromise; whereas power and influence in congress is based on seniority as opposed to meritocracy; whereas new voices in congress would bring fresh ideas and increase competition for seats in congress, therefore increasing the quality of congressmen; whereas the lack of term limits allows for career politicians who are no longer true representatives of the people; whereas term limits limit politicians’ tendency to make decisions based on what will get them reelected.
Be it hereby enacted by the Middle School Model Congress

Section 1: Amend article 1 section 2 of the constitution to add: members of the House of Representatives may not serve more than three terms.

Section 2:  Amen article 1 section 3 of the constitution to add: senators may not serve more than one term.
Section 3:  This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage.




