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UNCHR Background


The United Nations Committee on Human Rights is designed to protect the human rights of all provide a forum for identifying, highlighting and developing responses to today's human rights challenges, and act as the principal focal point of human rights research, education, public information, and advocacy activities in the United Nations system. 

Information on Child Soldiers

Around the world, children are singled out for recruitment by both armed forces and armed opposition groups, and used as combatants. Most of these children are abducted by militia or rebels on their way to or from school, some are even taken from their homes during the day and at night. Easily manipulated, these children are sometimes forced to commit terrible things, including but not limited to rape and murder of civilians using assault rifles such as AK-47s and G4s. Some are forced to injure or kill members of their own families or other child soldiers. Others serve as porters, cooks, guards, messengers, spies, and sex slaves. Most of these children cannot say no to their captors for fear of losing their own lives. 
Approximately 250,000 children under the age of 18 are thought to be fighting in conflicts around the world, and hundreds of thousands more are members of armed forces who could be sent into combat at any time. Although most child soldiers are between 15 and 18 years old, significant recruitment starts at the age of 10 and the use of even younger children has been recorded. These children are robbed of a childhood, they aren’t given the chance to play and be happy like other children around the world. Additionally, these children are denied access to an education and if given the chance to escape war, they choose to stay because they have no other opportunities or means of creating a future.
Many organizations such as Amnesty International and Invisible Children have drawn attention to human rights abuses in the area of child recruitment both by governments and armed opposition groups in countries such as Angola, Burundi, Colombia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, and Uganda. Children in these areas and in other war torn nations around the world deserve the chance to have a childhood that they were robbed of. 
Photos of Child Soldiers 
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Summary: A resolution to work towards the abolition of child soldiers

Due to the rising numbers of Child Soldiers seen around the world and in impoverished nations, the UN Committee on Human Rights resolves to use Peace Troops in order to reduce the presence of child soldiers around the world. Being in favor of this resolution means that you agree that: UN troops should be used to find child soldiers and take them out of combat and non-combat roles then send them to school, a school that may very well be outside of their country. 

Child Soldier Research Sources

· BBC World Service

· Amnesty International
· Invisible Children Project 

· Child-soldiers.org  
The United Nations

	United Nations Committee on Human Rights

	Author: Yvanna Saint-Fort
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	A Resolution to work towards the abolition of child soldiers 
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	Expressing the sense of the people of the United Nations regarding child soldiers in impoverished countries and around the world 
Whereas there are 300,000 child soldiers around the world especially in places such as Sierra Leone, Liberia, Congo, Sudan, Sri Lanka among many other countries, and this number continues to grow every year
Whereas this is another; not only are children as young as nine fighting for rebels, they are fighting for governments, both of which are in direct violation of International Law which prohibits children under the age of 18 to engage in armed conflict
Whereas this is another; child soldiers are not only used in armed combat they are often used as spies, messengers, drug mules, servants etc. they are also used to lay and clear landmines 
Whereas this is another; these children are often taken away from their families, threatened, and forced to fight for their captors, rendering their voices silent and the children incapable of escaping

Whereas this is another; many organizations such as Amnesty International and the Invisible Children Project have proved capable of minimizing the amount of child soldiers, however their efforts are too localized and ineffective on a broad scale
Resolved by the United Nations

1. UN Peace Troops will be utilized to infiltrate nations with reported rates of child labor and remove as many soldiers from active and non-active combat as possible 

2. Any child soldier taken out of combat will be made to attend and be educated at the nearest educational center

a)  Should an educational center prove insufficient children under the age of 18 will be made to attend an educational institution as deemed appropriate by the UNCHR including but not limited to: another local school, boarding school within the country, boarding school outside of the country
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UNCHR Background


The United Nations Committee on Human Rights is designed to protect the human rights of all provide a forum for identifying, highlighting and developing responses to today's human rights challenges, and act as the principal focal point of human rights research, education, public information, and advocacy activities in the United Nations system.

UAV Background


Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), or drones, are aircrafts that are flow without a pilot and used for air strikes during wars and conflicts. These drone attacks have been widely been used in recent wars and conflicts, most notably by the U.S. in Pakistan. Since 2004, the U.S. has made an estimated 234 drone attacks on Pakistan, including 118 in 2010, all concentrated in northwest Pakistan. These attacks have been considered a success by the U.S., as they have been productive in killing accused terrorists in hard to reach locations without putting the lives of U.S. soldiers at stake. But these attacks have also been the cause of large amounts of civilian casualties, and that is where the problem lies. The issue you will have to debate as a representative of your country is whether or not the civilian  cost outweighs the military effectiveness of this technique.

The first UAV was designed in 1916 by a British engineer. The modern UAV was first developed by Israel and used in 1982. The idea of unarmed vehicles has been around for a long time, as it is one of the most practical in modern warfare. Being able to attack the enemy without the risk of having any casualties of your own is one that is coveted in warfare, and these UAVs are great at doing this. They are able to go to hard to reach, sometimes unsafe locations and attack the enemy with no risk for the aggressor. They are also very adept at as a search and rescue tool as well. There are many ways a UAV can be used, but the risked involved with them is very large as well.

UAVs are one of the most efficient ways to kill a large group of enemies in one strike. They are also one of the largest contributors to civilian’s deaths in wars and conflicts. There are a few estimations that for every one militant killed by drone strikes, 10 civilians are killed. While this is on the high side, estimations on civilian deaths are still shockingly high. In Pakistan since 2004, it is estimated that about 1/6 of the deaths caused by drones are civilian deaths, and in 2010, that number rose over 50%. While civilian deaths are bound to happen, this number is too high.

UAV Resolution Summary


This resolution makes almost all drone attacks war crimes and any country that performs a drone attack would be violating a UN agreement. The only exceptions are attacks in which the aggressor is 100% sure that at least 95% percent of the people who will be affected by this attack are militants and not civilians. UAVs will still be allowed to perform search and rescue and other humanitarian actions. 

As a representative of your country, you can either be for or against this. If you are for this, that means you are for outlawing most UAV attacks and prioritizing human rights over all else. Please make sure that you represent the view point of your country, not yourself.

UAV Research Sources


Provide a list of research sources you used.

· http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml
· http://www.huffingtonpost.com/richard-greener/the-us-drone-attacks-have_b_641891.html
· http://www.dmilt.com/
Use these sites, any other site that helps, and if you have any questions, you can e-mail me, Jalil, at soccerfreek252@aim.com

The United Nations

	United Nations Committee on Human Rights

	Author: Jalil Alidoost

	Resolution No: 05042011
	Co-Author(s): Yvanna Saint-Fort, Jake Rosen
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	Expressing the sense of the people of the United Nations regarding unmanned aerial vehicle attacks.
Whereas the U.N. Declaration of Human Rights says, “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.”;
Whereas unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), or drone attacks, jeopardize this right for many civilians;
Whereas these attacks have become much more common in recent years, most notably in Pakistan during the current War on Terror;
Whereas UAV attacks, while very effective militarily, are the one of the leading cause of civilians deaths in modern warfare and puts the lives of thousands of innocent men, women, and children at stake;

Whereas a country like the U.S. has over 7,000 drones, most of which will never be used;

Whereas these drones still have uses that don’t involve attacking someone else;
Resolved by the United Nations

1. UAV attacks will no lingered be allowed in international warfare .

A. The only times UAVs can be used for attack is when the attacks will take place in an area that is confirmed to have at least 95% militants.
2. UAVs will still be allowed to be used for search and rescue and any other humanitarian mission.

3. All countries with over 4,000 will have to begin reducing their stockpile of UAVs until they reach the goal of 4,000 UAVs.


	
	


