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Committee Background

This committee deals with any legislation or resolutions relating to the safety and security of The United States of America. 

Illegal Immigration Background


In the US there are thousands of immigrants living here illegally; these people are escaping horrible situations in hopes of creating better lives for them and for their children. Many parents journey to the US just to have children so that their children can at least be citizens even if they themselves are sent away. 
Illegal Immigration Resolution Summary


The purpose of this resolution is to make the process of attaining citizenship easier for illegal immigrants. These people are coming from broken homes, living in poverty, stuck in situations that they see no way out of. Although it is not the best option, many of these people choose to immigrate to the US illegally because the process for getting US citizenship is difficult. There are a few options, for attaining citizenship such as the family reunification process in which a family member 21 years of age or older will file for a relative to come to the US. An immigrant can also attain a visa and then file for citizenship after living in the US for five years. Unfortunately, none of these options are guaranteed, anyone can be denied citizenship. 
Illegal Immigration Research Sources

· CNN.com
· NYTimes.com
· 14thamendment.us 
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Be It Enacted By The Middle School Model Congress Assembled
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	Preamble Whereas the 14th amendment states that “all persons born or naturalized in the United States, and are subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and the State where they reside;” whereas all persons born within the United States are subject to the practice of birthright citizenship, which automatically grants them US citizenship; whereas countless illegal immigrants and non-citizens journey to the US in hopes of having children, so that the latter may become a US citizen; whereas children can aid parents and family members in becoming citizens when they turn 21; whereas illegal immigrants who are parents of children born in the US  risk being deported and are in no way guaranteed citizenship, even after filing for an immigrant visa; whereas the US issues  only 300,000 visas per year, 170,000 from the Eastern Hemisphere, 120,000 from the Western Hemisphere and no more than 20,00 per country; whereas the aforementioned restrictions do not apply to immigrants seeking citizenship through family reunification;  
Be it hereby enacted by the Penn Model Congress:
Section 1: Any illegal immigrant or non-US citizen that gives birth to a child in the US, without the government knowing that they are illegal, is automatically able to file for an immigrant visa 


a. Children born under these circumstances are automatically granted citizenship 

b. The husband/wife of any illegal immigrant or non-US citizen involved in this situation is automatically eligible to file for an immigrant visa 
Section 2: Any illegal immigrant or non-citizen that gives birth to a child in the US, with the government knowing they are illegal will be given the choice to either return to their homeland and leave their child in the care of family members who are current US citizens or valid green card holders, or return to their homeland with their child 

a. Children born under these circumstances are automatically granted citizenship 
b. Any child left in the US will be able to file for their parents citizenship upon reaching the age of 19 years and six months, through family reunification 
Section 3:  This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage.




Committee Background


This committee deals with any legislation or resolutions relating to the safety and security of The United States of America. 

Gun Control Background


In the US there are local and state laws as well as federal acts concerning gun control, but no federal ban or law on the issuing and ownership of firearms. The ‘right to bear arms’ is protecting under the 2nd Amendment in The U.S. Constitution, but interpretation of this right has been under debate for many years.


Gun Control Resolution Summary


This resolution would tackle the issue of gun control in a few ways because this is a multi-faceted issue. First it would prohibit the manufacture of “assault weapons”, which was defined in the gun control legislation, the Federal Assault Weapon Ban, which expired in 2004. 

Gun Control Research Sources

· CNN.com

· NYTimes.com

· USNews.com

***Be aware of the bias some websites have***

THE CIVICS & GOVERNMENT INSTITUTE
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	Title of Bill: A Bill to Establish Federal Gun Control  




BE IT ENACTED BY THE MIDDLE SCHOOL MODEL CONGRESS ASSEMBLED
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	Preamble: WHEREAS gun control is a pressing issue in our country; WHEREAS The 2nd Amendment, states that, "the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed"; WHEREAS The Federal Assault Weapons Ban of 1994 defined and prohibited “assault weapons” from being manufactured for civilian use; WHEREAS The Supreme Court’s ruling in District of Columbia v. Heller held that an individual’s right to possess a firearm is protected under the 2nd Amendment; WHEREAS In 2010, there were roughly 300 million firearms owned by civilians and almost 50% of households owned a firearm; WHEREAS The Sullivan Law of New York requires licenses issued to any who wish to carry a firearm or weapon that can be concealed; WHEREAS On average, there are well over 150,000 handgun assaults a year, and less than 50% of handgun related deaths are suicides.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE MIDDLE SCHOOL MODEL CONGRESS ASSEMBLED
Section 1: This bill would prohibit the manufacture of semi-automatic firearms deemed “assault weapons”, as defined by the Federal Assault Weapons Ban of 1994. 

Section 2: This bill would enact a federal version of New York’s Sullivan Law, a law requiring licenses to be issued to those wishing to own any firearms deemed small enough to conceal. 

Section 3: This bill will take effect in 180 days after its passage.

	
	


MIDMC 2011

Homeland Security

Gun Control Brief

Chairs-Courtney Kassel and Yvanna Saint Fort

The interpretation of the 2nd Amendment of the Constitution has been under debate for years. Still, in light of recent tragedies, like the shooting in Arizona that killed and injured many including Representative Gabrielle Gifford, have put pressure on Congress and the Committee of Homeland Security to pass some gun-control legislation in the near future. This resolution will essentially combine elements of past gun control legislation that have proved to be successful and create an effective gun control law federally for the first time that addresses different parts of this larger issue. 

This brief provides you with some general, background information.  In order to be successful in the debates, you should do some research on the topic individually and formulate your own opinions on the subject. You should also do research on the state you’re representing, what their general opinion on this issue has been in the past, and take a strong stance for or against this bill, because does have a bias. Whether you want to argue for or against this bill is up to you! If you have any further questions email me at ckassel12@yahoo.com. Good luck!

