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Committee Background


Originally called the Education and Labor Committee, the United States Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions has jurisdiction over matters regarding health, education, labor, and pensions. Issues such as child labor, minimum wage, biomedical research, labor standards are examples of specific issues that the Senate HELP committee considers.
Topic 1

The DREAM Act (Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors) was first introduced to the US Senate first in 2001, again in 2009, and most recently in 2011, with some changes each time. The bill grants permanent residency to illegal alien students who are deemed eligible based on a variety of conditions. In the most recent bill introduced, these conditions included coming to the United States at age 15 or younger, residing in the US for at least 5 years, being of “good moral character”*, graduating from an American high school or obtaining a GED from an American institution, and undergoing security checks and medical examinations. Qualifying immigrants would be granted “conditional residency” status and are required to graduate from a two-year community college, complete two year towards a four-year degree, or serve two years in the US military within a 6 year period. After this period, they can apply for permanent residency and eventually US citizenship. 

Proponents of this bill argue that the benefits would include increased military enlistment, a higher number of college graduates getting jobs (thereby having a taxable income and possibly reducing debt), and giving increased opportunity to children who have lived in America for the majority of their lives and are only immigrants by title inherited from their parents. However, opponents of this legislation, as it stands, insist that it is encouraging and rewarding illegal immigration.

This bill aims not only to pass existing DREAM Act measures but to extend its benefits even further. State colleges and universities will be required to offer immigrant students in-state tuition, immigrant students will be eligible for federal Pell grants and other federal financial aid, and includes no age cap for applicants. Given that twelve states have DREAM Act legislation currently, they will not have to repeal their current measures. Email lgilbert13@ymail.com with any questions.
*“good moral character” defined here: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_moral_character
Research Sources:


· http://www.txdreamactalliance.com/dream-act-background/
· http://help.senate.gov/about/
· http://dreamact.info/
· http://www.nilc.org/immlawpolicy/dream/dream-bills-summary-2011-05.pdf
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Be It Enacted By The Middle School Model Congress Assembled
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	Whereas children of illegal immigrants often remember nothing of their native country, have grown up in America, attended school in America, and are Americans in all sense but their legal title; Whereas these young adults often come from less affluent financial households and are less able to attain higher education, regardless of their potential; Whereas this bill gives them increased opportunity to pursue their dreams, get a quality education, and eventually find a job; Whereas the Congressional Budget Office and the Joint Committee on Taxation estimated that a recent version of the DREAM Act would “generate between $1.4 trillion and $3.6 trillion in taxable income”; Whereas a UCLA study estimates that as many as 2.1 million people could be beneficiaries of the DREAM Act; Whereas this act would be most effective when it affects the highest number of people; Whereas this version of the federal DREAM Act helps more students in more ways; Whereas this bill can also significantly reduce criminal justice and social services costs to taxpayers; Whereas this act provides a mechanism for students to obtain legal residency and benefit from America’s higher standard of living.
Section 1: If an illegal alien meets the following requirements, he/she is eligible to apply for “conditional nonimmigrant” status at any age: 
   If he/she arrived in the United States at age fifteen or under

   If he/she can provide proof of at least five years of residency

   If he/she graduated from an American high school or obtained a GED from an American        institution

   If he/she has been a person of “good moral character” from the date the individual entered the U.S.

   If he/she has submitted biometric information

   If he/she underwent security and law-enforcement background checks

   If he/she underwent a medical examination.

   Section 1a: If aliens meet the previously stated requirements, they have a period of six years to complete (a) two years of community college or vocational school or two years toward a four-year degree or (b) serve two years in the U.S. military.
    Section 1aa: If students complete these requirements they are eligible to apply for   permanent residency status and eventually U.S. citizenship.

Section 2: The twelve states (RI, CA, CT, IL, KS, MD, NE, NM, NY, UT, WA) which currently have DREAM Act laws in effect are exempt from this legislation.
Section 3: If a Dream Act beneficiary meets state residency requirements, state-funded institutions of higher learning are required to grant him/her in-state tuition. 

   Section 3a: Section 505 of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 which levies a fine on states that choose to grant in-state tuition regardless of immigration statues will be repealed.
Section 4: Dream Act beneficiaries are eligible for federal Pell Grants and other federal financial aid.
Section 5: This bill will take effect 100 days after its passage.



	
	


Topic 2

Affirmative Action is a practice used in business, as well as in higher education. Its purpose is to create diversity by countering the effects of discrimination in whichever setting it is being used. It is simply any policy that takes into account race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, color, race, or national origin. It is very controversial. Those who argue that it is necessary say that minorities are at a disadvantage, and need a boost, and that diversity will not occur if left simply to chance. They argue that in institutions that had previously heavily discriminated, Affirmative Action would be the only remedy.
Those that argue against this say that it creates reverse discrimination, or the practice of discriminating against a majority group. They usually cite the hypothetical example of a disadvantaged white student, living in poverty, who is more qualified to be accepted into a certain university than a rich minority student who has not had to work as hard as the white student at studies, but the white student is passed over in acceptance to the school because the school uses Affirmative Action. This example also crosses over into the practice of need-blind admission, in which a college does not take into account a prospective student’s ability to pay for tuition when considering his/her acceptance. Overall, Affirmative action is an extremely sensitive issue, one that counters centuries old discrimination practices, at the same time stirring up new fears of reverse discrimination.

This Bill, citing most of the reasons above would if passed, as its title says, eliminate Affirmative Action policies from higher education in America. Email elimaskin@yahoo.com with any questions.
Research Sources:


· http://www.balancedpolitics.org/affirmative_action.htm
· http://aclu.procon.org/view.answers.php?questionID=000697
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	Whereas Affirmative Action leads to Reverse Discrimination; Whereas Affirmative Action lowers the standards for acceptance to the United States’ best academic colleges, universities, and graduate school; Whereas according to a 2007 study by University of San Diego professor Gail Heriot, Affirmative Action leads to mismatching, or the placing of a student into a school that overmatches his/her academic ability; Whereas the practice of Affirmative action undermines actual achievement by minorities; Whereas the use of Affirmative Action practices in any setting impedes the existence of a “color-blind” society in America; Whereas America’s top universities should be able to accept only the best students academically, without considering the applicant’s race.

Section 1: Every College and University in America must not consider an applicant’s race, gender, religion, sexual orientation, or national origin in their admission, in favor of a “color-blind” admissions process.

Section 2: This Bill will take effect 100 days after passage


