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Food and Agriculture Organization Background


The Food and Agriculture is a specialized agency of the UN that leads international efforts to defeat hunger. Serving both developed and developing countries, FAO acts as a neutral forum where all nations meet as equals to negotiate agreements and debate policy. FAO is also a source of knowledge and information, and helps developing countries and countries in transition modernize and improve agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices, ensuring good nutrition and food security for all. Its Latin motto, fiat panis, translates into English as "let there be bread". 

Plant Biodiversity Background

Increasing diversity in plants is an important aspect of ending and preventing food crisis.  In farms and countries whose sustenance is tied to one crop is at a much greater danger than those who grow many different fruits and vegetables.  If a crop becomes diseased, it is likely that it may spread throughout the entire country, and devastate all of those specific plants.  For example, in the 1840s a great famine occurred in Ireland.  One third of Ireland’s population depended on the potato crops to put food on their tables.  When the potatoes all fell to a disease known as Phytopthora infestans, more commonly known as Potato blight, the country was foodless as they had no other major crop.  Almost a million died of starvation, and many more left Ireland due to this famine.  This could have been averted, had the government sponsored a secondary crop in case the first failed.

In the Food and Agriculture Organization, it is our primary duty to ensure that no population suffers from famine.  Clearly, these problems are much more possible to handle if they are pre-empted by swift and decisive action.  It is important that our legislation ensures countries always have a safety net, and plant biodiversity is key for hunger prevention.  
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Food Diversity


Plant Diversity Resolution Summary


The resolution will incorporate a multiple faceted plan to prevent famines caused by lack of biodiversity.  It will impose an embargo on farms unwilling to turn at least 10% of their crops over to a second plant.  It will also issue grants for corporations willing to study possible genetic alteration, which would enhance the ability of plants to fight major diseases.  


Supporters of this resolution would argue that these acts are necessary to push countries in a responsible direction for agriculture, and that some sacrifices are to be made for food safety.


Opponents could claim that such actions are reckless, and that organizations such as this should not impose their will on businesses.  Some may also so genetic alteration to be dangerous and unnatural.  

   Plant Diversity Research Sources

· http://www.fao.org/WAICENT/OIS/PRESS_NE/PRESSENG/1997/Pren9721.htm
http://www.fao.org/infoods/biodiversity/toledo_burlingame.pdf
http://www.gmo-compass.org/eng/agri_biotechnology/breeding_aims/148.disease_resistant_crops.html
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	A Resolution to prevent food crisis through plant biodiversity 




Resolution of the United Nations
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	Expressing that failures by governments to ensure that nations have a backup food source in the event of a widespread blight

Whereas lack of plant diversity can lead to major famines through mono-crops being easily susceptible to blight;

Whereas genetic alteration can lead to enhanced disease prevention in crops;

Whereas the potato famine of Ireland resulted in the deaths of millions;

Whereas corporations are not responsible for ensuring the health of its countries in which they reside;
Resolved by the United Nations

1. Countries will take part in imposing an embargo on corporations which refuse to end mono-cropping and increase biodiversity.

A. Corporations with more than 90% of a single crop exported under them are listed in the embargo.

2. A grant will be available for corporations willing to test and research genetic alterations which would prevent common plant diseases.

A. 100,000 dollars will be given for every 1,000,000 dollars spent on such research by the corporation(s).



	
	


Foot-and-Mouth Disease Background:

The topic background, which should be several paragraphs long, should explain the topic easily so that middle school students will be able to understand it. Include pictures if you can.

Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD) is a livestock disease caused by a virus that is highly contagious and can be deadly. Although some affected animals can be cured and recover, FMD leaves them unable to yield milk and meat for a substantial amount of time. Outbreaks can be economically devastating to a country. It is also one of the most difficult animal infections to control because outbreaks occur all over the world, and there is always a chance of contaminated products being exported or imported into other countries. If FMD were to spread unchecked, it could cost a country billions of dollars in just the first year. Vaccines for FMD are available, but must match the exact subtype of the virus that is causing that specific outbreak, but vaccinations are a vital part of containing FMD and creating barriers between FMD-infected zones and disease-free areas. 

Currently, there is an outbreak of FMD in cattle and pigs that was recognized about three months ago in North Korea. A team of specialists from FAO were sent to assist veterinary teams in North Korea at the end of February, and the mission lasted two weeks. As of the end of March, the FAO has identified an urgent need for containment of this outbreak, and since then it has spread, and South Korea has confirmed several outbreaks of FMD. Aid is needed in identifying the type of virus causing these outbreaks in order to issue vaccines and contain it. Left alone, these countries could suffer massive economic upset and many residents could soon be living in poverty. 
Resolution Summary
This resolution will extend aid to North Korea and South Korea including sending teams of veterinary specialists to the affected areas in order to identify appropriate vaccinations for the virus and aid in administering them. These teams will remain in the countries until the outbreaks have been contained and the FAO has deemed the situation stable. 

In terms of taking sides, this will mainly depend on the country you are assigned. Since this outbreak, up to now, has been contained to North Korea and some of South Korea, countries may not want to provide aid to these countries. You should do some research on your country's relationship with these countries in order to determine your position on this resolution.

If you support the resolution, your best course of action would most likely be arguing that the containment of this disease is necessary due to the fact that it could easily spread and devastate other countries (possibly including your own) if not dealt with immediately. 

If you do oppose the resolution, you must address the issue that this disease will still be spreading if not dealt with. You can, if you choose so, argue that these countries are capable of dealing with this outbreak without UN aid. 

· Research Sources

· Here are some articles to help you prepare:

· http://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/animal_health/content/printable_version/fs_foot_mouth_disease07.pdf
· http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/53506/icode/
· http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/52025/icode/
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	A Resolution to send aid to North and South Korea.




Resolution of the United Nations
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	Expressing the sense of the people of the United Nations regarding extending aid to North and South Korea.

Whereas Foot-and Mouth Disease is an extremely dangerous and contagious disease that can be economical devastating to any country.

Whereas aid must be sent to areas suffering from this disease to ensure the welfare of not only the suffering countries but for countries around the globe

Whereas there is currently an outbreak of FMD in cattle and pigs that was discovered three months ago.

Whereas North Korea, South Korea, and the wellbeing of the world depends on medical intervention in infected areas. 

Whereas containing the situation is the top priority in order to rid the world of this disease.

Resolved by the United Nations

1. Medical aid will be extended to North and South Korea

A. Including veterinary specialists to identify appropriate vaccinations for the virus.

a) The teams will stay until the outbreaks have been contained.

2. Medical teams will assist in the containment of these diseases along with treating the infected animals.

	
	


