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Committee Background

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the United States House of Representatives, the Ethics Committee makes rules for the ethical behavior and conduct of members of the House, and makes sure those rules are followed. For this conference, we decided to extend the committee’s responsibilities to include passing legislation on the ethics of national and international issues. 

Topic 1 Background

	Immigration has risen in the US during the last 10 years and has been a major ethical problem.  The United States has a problem of having too many illegal immigrants who don’t pay taxes and don’t register to become American Citizens.  The US faces an ethical dilemma in that the foundation of this country was to allow anyone to come and be anything they want to be.  It would go against our core values to restrict immigration, but it might be better for the country as a whole. 
	
Topic 1 Resolution Summary

	This resolution suggests the outlawing of all immigration until 2030 unless someone who wants to emigrate has family in the US.  Outlawing this immigration would make it so that the government can have a change to legalize every immigrant who applied for citizenship thus forcing them to pay taxes.  It would also improve the accuracy of the Census as well as allow those who became citizens to file for insurance and be entitled to everything a US citizen is.  Those citizens who needed jobs would be able to take the ones that the immigrants were holding.  Disallowing these immigrants though would cut back on the labor force in the country simply because these said jobs are not desired among American citizens. You can email me at hcohen44@gmail.com if you have any questions!

Topic 1 Research Sources
	
· http://immigration.procon.org/
· http://www.usimmigrationsupport.org/illegal-immigration.html
· http://www.illegalimmigrationstatistics.org/
· 
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Preamble: Whereas the amount of immigration in this country has risen heavily in the last ten years; Whereas many immigrants are coming into this country illegally and taking advantage of the United States while not paying taxes or becoming a US citizen; Whereas according to The Federation for American Immigration Reform, “Illegal immigration costs U.S. taxpayers about $113 billion a year at the federal, state and local level… The annual outlay that illegal aliens cost U.S. taxpayers is an average amount per native-headed household of $1,117... Education for the children of illegal aliens constitutes the single largest cost to taxpayers, at an annual price tag of nearly $52 billion...” Whereas illegal immigrants’ children automatically become US citizens when born in the country thus become eligible to receive an education and maintain the same right a US citizen has; Whereas the mass influx of immigrants during the early part of the 20th century mainly came through Ellis Island and registered as citizens; Whereas it is unfair that those who do not register are able to leach off the American system that her people worked so hard to build. 

Section 1: The US will strictly close all borders for immigration by putting in 30 billion dollars into Border Patrol and land fencing.  This will be maintained until 2030.  

Section 2: This bill shall go into effect by 2015.  



Topic 2 Background

	The United States has been a huge supporter of Israel since its formation after World War 2, but almost immediately Israel plunged into conflicts with its neighbors, especially Palestine, with whom there is an intense dispute over who has a right to the land. (Make sure to research what claim each country has to the land!) The U.S. has also played a big part in providing the funds that have built the Israeli army up to the formidable force it is today. This may not seem like it has much to do with ethics, but the question is this: Is it ethical for America to fund a conflict that has resulted in thousands of casualties and hundreds of thousands of displacements, on both sides, for decades? Are American interests in Israel really worth this weight on our conscience? (Make sure you find out what those interests are, too!) Email me at eve.feldberg@gmail.com with any questions, comments, concerns, etc. 

[image: http://www.teeth.com.pk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2006/06/israel-palestine%20map.jpg][image: http://www.facenfacts.com/daily_img/2211_S_palestinia.jpg]



Topic 2 Resolution Summary

	This resolution proposes that in the next 3 or so years, the U.S. cease all funding to Israel, and increases humanitarian aid to Palestine. Arguments in favor of this bill include: funding a war could be seen as unethical, this funding spends American tax dollars, and the Israeli army is already strong and successful and doesn’t need our help anymore. Arguments in opposition to this bill include: Palestine has committed atrocities against Israel too, funding the conflict furthers American interests in Israel, and Israel still depends on U.S. aid to defend against Palestinian terrorists. Remember that these are just some basic ideas and that this topic is complex. Do research and form your own opinions, because the more additional knowledge you bring to the debate, the better!

Topic 2 Research Sources
	
· http://israelipalestinian.procon.org/
· http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/RL33222.pdf
· http://israelipalestinian.procon.org/view.answers.php?questionID=596
· http://old.btselem.org/statistics/english/Casualties.asp
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	Whereas  a 2010 Congressional Research Service report for Congress states that for the past 26 years, the U.S. has provided Israel with almost $3 billion per year in grants; Whereas in 2007, the Bush administration that it would increase U.S. military assistance to Israel by $6 billion over the next decade through increases in Foreign Military Financing (FMF); Whereas Israel and Palestine have been fighting over territory since the formation of Israel in 1947; Whereas Israeli troops are currently occupying the West Bank, an area of land that includes the Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem; Whereas as of 2009, this occupation has displaced over 188,000 Palestinians; Whereas in the past 11 years, 6,415 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli security forces; Whereas U.S. increases in FMF have helped fund these forces;

Section 1: The United States will end all funding to Israel by the year 2015.

Section 2: The United States will increase humanitarian aid to Palestinian refugee camps.

Section 3: This bill will be enacted by January, 2012. 
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