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Environment Programme

Mary Kate Connors and Carmen Perry


Committee Background


The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) coordinates United Nations environmental activities, assisting developing countries in implementing environmentally sound policies and practices. UNEP is the designated authority of the United Nations system in environmental issues at the global and regional level. Its mandate is to coordinate the development of environmental policy consensus by keeping the global environment under review and bringing emerging issues to the attention of governments and the international community for action.


Topic 1 Background


Most analysts call for an increase in meat production because we will need more meat to feed the projected increase in the world’s population. However, meat production is a growing industry throughout the world that scientists are quickly realizing is starting to become an environmental problem, as well as a health risk. The environmental impact of meat production includes pollution and the use of resources such as fossil fuels, water, and land. Raising livestock requires the use of food that could instead be used for human consumption. In addition, animal protein is found to have negative long-term health benefits. Because of this, many environmentalists have urged the world to eat less meat. 
Topic 1 Resolution Summary


This resolution encourages the world to cut down on meat production and consumption by implementing government-funded advertising encouraging consumers in developed nations to take at least one “meatless day” a week. This would greatly lessen the meat industry’s environmental impact. However, this would also jeopardize the economic standing of the meat industry, which would not be beneficial to the world’s economy. Meat is also the basis of many individual and cultural diets. 

Topic 1 Research Sources

· http://www.unep.org/

· http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change/study-claims-meat-creates-half-of-all-greenhouse-gases-1812909.html
· http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/environment/climatechange/7509978/UN-admits-flaw-in-report-on-meat-and-climate-change.html
· http://www.worldwatch.org/node/6297
· The China Study by T. Colin Campbell and Thomas M. Campbell II
· http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2008/sep/07/food.foodanddrink
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	A Resolution to reduce the environmental impact of meat



Resolution of the United Nations
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	Expressing the sense of the people of the United Nations regarding inefficient food consumption. 
Whereas the meat based diet of affluent people in developed countries has a number of harmful effects on the environment;
Whereas more than half of the world’s cropland (19% in the United States) is used to produce livestock feed grain (mostly field corn, sorghum, and soybeans);
Whereas livestock and fish raised for food also consume about 37% of the world’s grain production and 70% of grain production in the US;

Whereas meat production uses more than half the water withdrawn from the world’s rivers and aquifiers each year;
Whereas most of this water is used to irrigate crops fed to livestock and at wash away animal wastes;
Whereas cattle belch about 16% of the methane (a greenhouse about 25 times more potent than carbon dioxide) released into the atmosphere;

Whereas A single cow produces as much waste as 16 humans;

Whereas Chickens, pigs and cows use about 70% of the antibiotics consumed in the US;

Whereas livestock grazing in the US has contributed to population declines of almost a fourth of the country’s threatened and endangered species;

Whereas the poultry population (including chickens, turkeys, etc) in the US alone is over 2 billion and there are more than 150 million other farm animals.The population of the US is roughly only 311 million. 
Whereas producing one calorie of energy in the flesh of a cow, pig, or chicken requires 11-15 calories of feed;
Whereas the energy needed to produce a single hamburger is enough to drive a small car about 20 miles.
Resolved by the United Nations

1. The United Nations will implement ad campaigns in all developed countries discouraging the consumption of meat products, and encouraging frequent “meatless days.”
A. A developed country is defined as a country that has a high level of development according to UN standards.
a) The list of developed countries currently includes 42 nations including the US, Norway, France, and Japan.

B. The ads will be developed for, but not limited to, TV, radio, print (newspaper, magazine, etc), as well as for placement in schools. 



	
	


Hydraulic Fracking Background


Hydraulic fracturing, or hydrofracking, involves the high-pressure injection of a mixture of water, sand and chemical additives into rock formations deep underground. The process, which is being used to tap into large reserves of natural gas around the world, opens fissures in the rock to stimulate the release of oil and gas. 

Hydrofracking has attracted increased scrutiny from lawmakers and environmentalists in part because of fears that the chemicals used during the process can contaminate underground sources of drinking water. Companies inject large amounts of hazardous chemicals, including the toxic or carcinogenic (any substance that is an agent directly involved in causing cancer) B.T.E.X. chemicals — benzene, toluene, xylene and ethylbenzene. 
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Hydraulic Fracking Resolution Summary


Simply speaking, this resolution would do two things: request that nations ban fracking (which is as I explained before the injection of pressurized water and chemicals underground to extract oil), and encourages the passage of laws that deal with setting limits to the amount of contaminates that can be present in drinking water. One could speak for this resolution by arguing that fracking is extremely dangerous for every citizen on our planet, while others could speak against it by arguing that fracking is an efficient way to extract oil. 

Hydraulic Fracking Research Sources

· http://www.waterlink-international.com/news/id1827-Fracking_Controversy_Research.html
· http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=shale-gas-and-hydraulic-fracturing
· http://www.gaslandthemovie.com/whats-fracking
The United Nations

	United Nations Committee on the Environment

	Author: Mary Kate Connors

	Resolution No: 002
	Co-Author(s): Carmen Perry 


	A Resolution to Ban Hydraulic Fracturing. 




Resolution of the United Nations
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	Expressing the sense of the people of the United Nations regarding the general use of Hydraulic fracking 

Whereas hydraulic fracturing is a practice used to coax oil and natural gas from hard rock formations;
Whereas this technique involves forcing large amounts of pressurized water, a proppant (usually sand), and chemicals down a wellbore to create tiny fissures in rock so that oil and gas can flow through the wellbore to the surface, thus effectively being extracted;

Whereas the quantities of fracking fluids used in a single well contain so much benzene and other toxics that they could potentially contaminate thousands of peoples water supply;

Whereas the petroleum distillates used in hydraulic fracturing pose a serious threat to the world’s water supplies;

Resolved by the United Nations

1. Encouraging member states to ban the general use of hydraulic fracking to extract oil reserves. 

2. Requesting the passage of laws that set legal limits on the levels of certain contaminants that can be found in drinking water.


	
	


