DBQ Points to remember:
1. Be sure to completely and specifically answer the question asked with a strong thesis, a body of support based on your historical knowledge and support of that from the documents, and a conclusion. 

2. Remember, a DBQ is first and foremost an essay. You must answer the question asked using your knowledge and analysis of history then support your argument by using the documents. Do not write around the documents; do not write a narrative.

3. When analyzing the documents be sure to go through the AP Parts on the next page for each document. It will take some time at first, but it is invaluable. Analysis of the documents is key to utilizing them properly to support your argument.

4. Cite all documents as follows:


Ex: Home prices soared throughout the early part of the decade. (Doc. A) 


This tells the reader that you cited this information from Document A.

5. Never write: “As Document A illustrates”, or “as seen in Document A”, or “the author of Document A states”. Make no mention of the document in your essay other than the parenthetical citation in #4 above.

6. No direct quotes are necessary, but if you do, only one brief quote, no more than one line long, may be used in the entire essay. You must write the essay yourself, paraphrasing and utilizing the documents without quoting from them.

7. Use at least one more than half of the documents present.

8. If a document contradicts your thesis, either don’t use it or refute it with strong historical evidence to prove you are correct. This is similar to the second paragraph of your position papers.

9. This entire DBQ process should take no more than 1 hour to complete, from reading the question, creating a thesis and outline, AP Parts analysis of the documents, and finally writing the essay. Initially it may take longer, but on the AP test you will have approximately 45 minutes to complete this writing task.

10. The final typed DBQ should be no more than 750 words.

Good Luck!
DBQ Document Analysis • AP PARTS

Author:

1. Who created the source?

2. What do you know about the author?

3. What is the author’s point of view?

Place & Time:

1. Where and when was the source produced?

2. How might this affect the meaning of the source?

Prior Knowledge:

1. Beyond information about the author and the context of its creation, what do you know that would help you further understand the primary source?

2. For example, do you recognize any symbols and recall what they represent?

Audience:


For whom was the source created and how might this affect the reliability of the 
source?

Reason:


Why was the source produced at the time it was produced?

The Main Idea:


What point is the source trying to convey?

Significance:

1. Why is this source important?

2. Ask yourself, “So what?” in relation to the question asked.

Support:

1. How does this document support my thesis?

2. If it doesn’t, can I disprove its validity?

