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  House Committee on Armed Services
David Epstein, Will Beyer
Middle School Model Congress 2011

November 15th, 2011

House Committee on Armed Services
The committee is in charge of allocating funding to the Department of Defense and Army.  
Topic 1 Background


The use of torture to procure information from terrorists has long been a heavily debated issue.  Many have attacked the legality of using torture, and the morality of harming other human beings, while others claim that the safety of the country comes before the full human rights of a terrorist.
Topic 1 Resolution Summary

Those in favor of redefining torture must examine both the pros and cons of using less severe interrogation methods. While some expects believe that harsh interrogation forces detainees to admit to anything, others believe that it is the only way of achieving life saving information. One must understand the risks of possibly missing vital information only obtainable through severe measures. There are several examples of animalistic treatment of detainees that will help support this bill.

Those opposed to redefining torture must be able to argue the moral implications of doing so. One must be able to argue that it is the role of the government to save American lives at all costs. One could also argue that Islamic extremists may despise the United States government regardless of our treatment of detainees. There are many claims that severe measures are extremely vital to obtaining life saving information.
Questions to think about:

-Moral implications

-Implications regarding loss of possible information

- Americans influence on Islamic extremism

Areas of Related Research:

-Examples of harsh treatment of detainees

-Examples where current interrogation methods have been successful

Formulate your own opinion based on facts and reason.

If you have any questions please contact: wtbeyer@gmail.com

Middle School Model Congress

	Department: Committee on Armed Services

	Principal Authors: Will Beyer

	Bill No: 1
	Co-Authors: David Epstein


	Title of Bill: An act to redefine torture



Be It Enacted By The Middle School Model Congress Assembled

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33


	PREAMBLE: Whereas Al Qaeda and Taliban Terrorists are not protected under the Geneva Convention as George Bush signed a memorandum stating that they are not entitled the prisoner of war status thereby voiding their legal protections. Al Qaeda and Taliban terrorists are taught to expect to be abused by American interrogators. The false propaganda regarding American’s attack on Islam by these groups are reinforced by the harsh treatment of detainees. This only further exacerbates the conflict in the middle east as it creates even more enemies. The fact is that Senior Officials in congress solicited information that would allow interrogators to bypass certain laws allowing them to use harsh torture methods. This only hurts the Government’s chances of obtaining life saving information while destroying the country’s moral integrity and strengthening the morale of our enemies. The current definition of torture is as follows “For an act to constitute torture as defined in [the federal torture statute], it must inflict pain that is difficult to endure. Physical pain amounting to torture must be equivalent in intensity to the pain accompanying serious physical injury, such as organ failure, impairment of bodily function, or even death. For purely mental pain or suffering to amount to torture under [the federal torture statute], it must result in significant psychological harm of significant duration, e.g., lasting for months or even years.”
SECTION 1: All U.S foreign detainees shall be considered Prisoners of War therefore protected by the Geneva convention.

SECTION 2: The definition of torture shall be redefined with the mindset that the current definition is too lenient.

SECTION 3: This bill will go in effect 365 days after passing.




Topic 2 Resolution Summary

 On June 22, President Obama addressed the nation from the White House and announced that 10,000 troops would be withdrawn by the end of 2011 and an additional 23,000 troops will leave the country by the summer of 2012.
Some reasons for and against the bill, which should be used to make and support your decision.  Please also do some outside research using the official committee site.  

Pro Withdrawal:

On August 6, 2011, Taliban fighters shot down a US Chinook helicopter, which caused the death of 30 U.S Soldiers.  According to a November 2009 UNICEF report, eight years after the U.S.-led invasion ousted the Taliban, Afghanistan is the most dangerous place in the world for a child to be born. Afghanistan has the highest infant mortality rate in the world—257 deaths per 1,000 live births, and 70 percent of the population lacks access to clean water, the agency said.
Anti Withdrawal:

The Pentagon may have recast and timed the release in June 2010 of old information about Afghanistan's substantial mineral wealth, including billions of dollars worth of copper, lithium, iron and gold reserves.
At present, the Afghan National Army has severely limited fighting capacity. Even the best Afghan units lack training, discipline and adequate reinforcements.  In addition, 9 out of 10 soldiers in the Afghan National Army cannot read.
Things to consider:  How would your vote determine your next election?

What would the consequences of the withdrawal be?

If you have any questions please email me at depstein2013@gmail.com 
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	PREAMBLE: Whereas President Obama’s plan to withdraw 10,000 troops from Afghanistan by the end of 2011 could seriously damage the infrastructure that has been built up over the past decade; Whereas of 2009, UNICEF reports that Afghanistan is the most dangerous place in the world for a child to be born, with 257 deaths per live births, and lacks access to clean water for 70 percent of Afghanistan’s population; Whereas corruption is rampant in the Afghan Army, and cannot be entrusted with the protection of the interests of the Afghan people;  Whereas recognized terrorist organizations, such as the Taliban, could reassemble in the lack of the presence of a strong government force; Whereas with the withdrawal of NATO and other international troops, the U.S. is the last world power left to decide the fate of Afghanistan.
Section 1: Withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan will be halted entirely 
Section 2: PMCs will be contracted to restore the amount of troops stationed in Afghanistan to pre-withdrawal numbers.
Section 3: A tax shall be introduced domestically to fund the PMCs

Section 4:  This bill will go into effect 365 days after passing


